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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

*
QUESTIONS.

TRAM AND) BUS SERVICES.

,(a) As to Disconsinzcanee of Nedlands, Tram.

'Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Transport:

Under what Act and which provision, or
provisions, thereof did he act in stoppin
the :.unning of the No: 7 tram service to
Nediands jetty?

The MINISTER replied:
Section 3, subsection (e) of the Govern-

ment Tramways Act, 1012.

(b) As to Tenders 7or Nedlands Bus Service.

AMr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Were tenders called for the bus ser-
vice operating along the Nedlands tram
route?

(2) If so, what are the reasons for the
differential treatment compared with the
proposed Dalkeith-Maylands bus servie?~

The MINISTER replied:
(1I) The establishment of the Nedliads

Jetty bus service touched upon the in-
terests of several existing operators and
the only satisfactory method of determin-
ing the position w~as by the calling of
tenders.

(2) In the case of the Dalkeith-Maylands
service the Transport Board had before it
an application which did not conflict with
other interests; the need for the service
wvas clear, and it seemed that no practical
purpose was to be served by calling tenders.
The Board therefore followed its usual
practice and dealt with the application.

HEALTH.

(a) As to Infanit Monra lity, Northamn
District.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Health:
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Is he yet in a position to indicate the
terms of reference to he applied in connec-
tion with the proposed inquiry in the Nor-
tham district in relation to infant mor-
tality I

The MINISTER replied:

The inquiry is being made for the pur-
pose-

(a) of checking the accuracy of the
provisional figures relating to infant mor-
tality in the Northam district submit-
ted to the Northam Council, which were
prepared from the information available,
and

(b) of investigating and determiningI
as far as possible, the pre-natal and natal
influences contributing to the infant
deaths in the district, and to find, if pos-
sible, remediable causes.

(b) As to Figures Supplied by
Commissioner.

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKE (without notice)
asked the Minister for Health:

Are the figures given to the Northam
Municipality in connection with infant
mortality, as mentioned in answer to my
question this afternoon, the figures given
to the municipality by the Commissioner
of Puhic Health, Dr. Codk?

The MINISTER replied:
The figures referred to in that answer

were the figures given by Dr. Cook to the
Northam Mvunicipality.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.

(a) As to Offer of Kal-goorlie Generators.

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWXE asked the Minis-
ter for Works:

Will he lay upon the Table of the House
all papers dealing with the availability of
two 12,500 k.w. generators at Kalgoorlie?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes. Tomorrow.

(b) As to Appointment of Experienced
Engineer.

Hon. E. N1TLSEN asked the Minister for
Works:

Will he give an assurance to this House
that the fiovernment will advertise for a
competent engineer, experieneed in power
station design and operation, or alter-
natively, a firm of consulting engineers, in

view of the unfortunate position in which
the Government finds itself in having had
to take over Mr. Edmondson who has never
had such experience?

The MINISTER replied:
No. The Government and the State Elec-

tricity Commission have complete confi-
dence in Mr. Ednmondson's ability to con-
trot the East Perth power station and to
direct the design and construction of the
South Fremantle power station.

COAL.

As to Ta'bling Papers, Black Diamond
Leases.,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter representing the Minister for Mines:

Will he lay upon the Table of the House
all papers dealing with the Black Diamond
Coal Leases which are dated subsequent to
the 30th August, 1948?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

Yes.

LICENSING ACT.

As to Prosecutions.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

How many-
(a) licensees and managers;

(b) barmaids and barmen;
(c) persons under the ago of 21

years, have been charged under Sec-
tions 147 and 149 of the Licensing Act
during each of the past three yearsi

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:I

(a) Licensees and Managers-Year
ended 30/6/47, 8; year ended 30/6/48,
1; 1/7/48 to 22/6/49, 3.

(b) Barmaids and Barmen-Year
ended 30/6/47, 3; year ended 30/6/48,
11: 1/7/48 to 22/6/49, 13.

(e) Persons under the age of 21
years--Year ended 30/6/47, 2; year
ended 30/6/48, 7; 1/7/48 to 22/6/49, 1.

NEW CAUSEWAY.

As to Completion asnd Estimated Cost.

MT. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Works:
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(1) When is it anticipated that the con-
struction of the new Causeway will be com-
pleted 1

(2) What is the present estimate of the
total coat?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) (a) Completion of new bridge struc-

Lures with joining roadway and Victoria
Park approach available for traffic by
December, 1951.

(b) Final reclamation at Perth end,
including removal of old structures
and construction of approaches at
the Perth end, by December, 1952.

(2) Latest estimate, based on conditions
in February, 1949, including resumption,
transfer of services, etc., is £570,000.

HOUSING.

(a) As to Shortage of Bricks.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) Is be aware of the deplorable condi-
tion of the brick industry?

(2) Is he aware that the shortage of
bricks is seriously retarding borne building?

(3) Can be inform the House when
additional brickyards will he in operation,
providing a better quality of brick under
improved working conditions?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) I am aware that there is a stringency

in brick supplies to meet the expanding
needs of building, this stringency being
appreciably due to power interruptions in
in the early part of the year.

(2) I would not say there has been any
serious retardation in the home building
rate. Production has risen from an annual
rate of approximately six million bricks in
1944, to an annual rate of 54 million bricks
at the present time.

(3) During the war one brickyard only
was in production at half output and the
number of brickyards now operating ard 12
in the metropolitan area and 11 in country
areas, in addition to wh~ich there are four
plants in the metropolitan area providing
concrete blocks. Two major brickyards are
expected to install plants but the date of
coming into production cannot be stated
owing to difficulties in obtaining equipment.
It is expected that a number of existing
yards, both metropolitan and country, will

be expanding production both in quality and
quantity, these yards being in procms of
installing power earth moving equipment,
crushing rolls, hydraulic lift tractdirs,
additional kilns and drying sheds.

(b) As to Supplying Bricks to Deserving'
.Case.

Mr. FOX (without notice) asked the
Minister for Housing:

In Answer to a question this afternoon the
Minister stated there was not a great reduc-
tion in the number of bricks produced this
year as compared with the previous year.
Is he aware that a man who has an invalid
daughter and her three young children living
with him has found it impossible to procure
750 bricks with which to build a chimney in
a flat, he has provided for her at his home
and that he has been informed that it will
be six months before be can be supplied?
Can the Minister do anything to help this
deserving case?

The MINISTER replied:
I said there had been a diminution of

brick supplies this year owing to interrup-
tions to the power supply in the early part
of tile year, but that diminution is now be-
ing made up. if the hon. member supplies
me with the name and address of the person
whose ease he has mentioned, I will be glad
to investigate.

(e) As to Use of Bricks and Cement
for Fencing.

Mr. GRAHAM (without notice) asked
the Minister for Housing:

(1) is he aware tbat in his electorate, in
Havelqck-strect, immediately in front of
Parliament House, a brick and cement fence
is being erected and there is a pile of bricks
standing on the footpath to be used in that
work?9

(2) Does he consider that this work and
other jobs of a similar nature are assisting
in the solving of the housing problem and
of cases such as that mentioned by the meni-
her- for South Fremantle?

The MINISTER replied: I was not aware
of any such use being made of materials in
that area.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Every suburb is the
same.I

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: 1
venture to disagree.
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Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I will take the Min- (2) Approximate average coast-brick
ister round and showr him, construction:

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
still 'venture to disagree, but I will make
inquiries regarding the mn*atter to which my
attention has been drawn. I will see whether
the work has been authorised, and to what
extent it may bie justified.

Mr. Graham: Do you think works of that
nature are assisting in solving the housing
problem, particularly bearing in mind the
ease cited by the member for South Fre-
mantle?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No
unessential use of materials will help solve
the housing problem, but I would remind
the lion, member that under the control leg-
islation there is a certain exemption as to
small works being carried out on residen-
tial premises. That exemption has always
been there.

(d) As to Homes Completed, Men
Employed and Timber used.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Housing:I

(1) What was the average period, in
days, to complete qiouses built by the Hous-
ing Commission for the years ended March,
1947, 1948 and 19497

(2) What was the average cost for
houses of-

(a) five rooms,
(b) four rooms;
(e) expansible houses,

during these years'!

(3) How many men were employed] by
the Hous ing Commission in the building of
these homes during these years?

(4) How many houses vere completed
during these years?

(5) What percentages of karri and jarrab
were used in the timbering of these houses?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Information not immediately avail-
able. Many factors combine to vary the
completion period in different contracts.

An overall survey will be made and in-
formation furnished later.

March, 1947
March, 1948
March, 1949

Four Five
rooms, rooms.

z f
1,041 1,175
1,285 1,448
1,310 1,568

Expansible homes not constructed in
1947 and 1948. Costs of those now being
built not yet available.

(3) Labour engaged on Commonwealth-
State Projects (on site):

As at Mlarch, 1947, 762.
As at M-arch, 1948, 1,020.
As at March, 19A9, 1,099.

(4) March, 1946, to March, 1947, 474.
March, 1947, to March, 1948, 789.
March, 1948, to March, 1949, 969.

(5) Prrtially the whole of timber used
in Commonwealth projects is jarrab.

Approval recently issued to use a limited
amount of karri under special circumistances
-to be specially treated against white ants.

(e) As to Resale of Permit Homes.

Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Hous-
ing:-

(1) How many houses, built by private
persons tinder permits from the Housing
Commission, have been sold almost immedi-
ately after completion?

(2) What does be intend to do to see that
houses so built are not used for speculative
purposes?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) NO inlformation is available as to the

number of homes (built under private per-
mit) sold immediately after completion.

(2) There is no evidence that such houses
have been sold for speculative purposes.
Control after completion and occupation is
impracticable because owners may have a
genuine reason, for resale.

BUILDING SUPPLIES.

As to Bricks and Cement for Government
Works.

Hon. F. J1. S. WISE asked the Minister
for Works:

(1) What number of bricks per week is
being diverted strictly to Government use
for all public works undertakings?
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(2) What quantities, in tons, of cement
per week, are being diverted to Government
use?

(3) What actual quantity in tons per
week of cement is at present being used by
the Government in public yrorks?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) A~proximately 81,009, including

housing undertaken by the Architectural
Division of the Public Works Department.

(2) Approximately 550 tons, including
local and imported cement.

(3) Approximately 500 tons. In this
case and in respect of No. 2, a large
quaotity goes to water supply projects.

- CEMENT.

As to Economy in Use by Loal
Authorities.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Mihister
for Housing:

* The Premier having ndvisg~d me tbpt loical
authorities were circularised to exercise
economny in the use of cement, will he Table
a copy of a typical lett~r sent to local auth-
orities, and copies of the letters received in
reply?

The MINISTER replied:
A copy of the circular issued by the State

Housing Commission is tab *led.
I shall be glad to make the replies avail-

able to the hon. zamber.

REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS ACT.
As to Government's Attitude to

D1eentra~lisation.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Premier:
(1) Is decentralisation a policy of the

present Government?
(2) If the answer is "Yes,"~ then does he

contend that the Redistribution of Seats Act
is in conformity wvith this policy in view of
the fact that it deprives country and remote
areas of political representation in favour
of the city?

The PREMNIER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Under the provisions of the Act,

agreed to by Parliament, approximately
8,600 metropolitan electors 'arc required to
obtain a Member of the Legislative
Assembly but only approximately 4,450
electors in the agricultural, mining mid
pastoral areas.

In spite of the fact that 60 per cent, of
the State's electors are in the metropolitan
area, there are only 20 metropolitan seats
out of 50, or 40 per cent. of the total.

WATER SUPPLIES.

(a) As to Charge to Paddington
Pensidners.

Mr. MeCULLOCH asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Does be agree that old age pen-
sioners residing at Paddington should pay
£1 8s. 10d. per 1,000 gallons for domestic
waterl.

(2) If the answer to the above is in the
negative, will he ensure that such pensioners
are provided with free water or, alterna-
tively, that the same charge be made as that
now prevailing at Broad Arrow, which is
only two miles distant?

(3) Will he have the excess charge made
by the W.A.G.R. refunded to the pensioners
concerned 7

The MINISTER replica:
(1) No.
(2) The same conditions will apply as at

Broad Arrow.
(3) Directions for this to he done have

recently been issued.

(5) As to Great Southern Scheme and
Manufacture of Pipes.

Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Water
Su1pply:

(1) What is the nature of the pipes to be
used for the reticulation services lending
from the main pipe line in connection with
the Great Southern Water Scheme?

(2) At what pressure (lbs. per squareb
inch) will the water be reticulated from the
main] pipe line?

(3) If snuh pressure is suitable for
cement and reinforced pipes, will he take
steps to ensure that these pipes are manu-
factured in Western Australia?

Then MINISTER replied:
(1) This will depend on the chemical

nature of the soil passed through, the pres-
sures and the types of pipe available.

(2) Pressure will vary but will average
approximately 100 lb. per square inch.

(3) Locally manufactured pipes will be
given preference wherever suitable, provid-
ing the lost is reasonably competitive.

99
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(c) As to Information for Pipe
Manufacturers.

Mr. MAY (without notice), asked the
Minister for Water Supply;

In reply to an earlier question of mine
the Minister said 'This will depend upon
the chemical nature of the soil passed
through, the pressures and the types
of pipe available." Has he taken any
action to ascertain the nature of the ground
that the main pipeline will pass through,
in order that we may give local manufac-
turers some idea of the possibility of
manufacturing the pipes in this State?

The MINISTER replied:

I will investigat further the point made
by the hon. memibtr, but as yet I have not
th knowledge at my disposal. However,
I give him an assurance that on every oc-
casion possible, goods used in water supply
programmes will be of local manufacture,
provided that the price is a reasonable one.

TIMBE3.

(a) As to Destination of Northcliffe Mill
Pro ddetios.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Forests;

Is it anticipated that the timber mill now
being erected at Northcliffe by the Kauri
Timber Co. will provide timber for Western
Australian requirements?

The MINISTER replied:

Although this mill, which will produce
mostly karri, will supply export markets
particularly in Australia, the production
from this mill will add to the total produc-
tion of the State and enable greater quan-
tities to be available for Westein Australian
requirements from other mills, which will be
relieved from export to Australian States.

(b) As to Staite Sawmills Kerni for Export.

Hon. X. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Forests:

(1) Is it a fact that the State Sawmills
are cutting karri timber which is being sup-
plied to Millars' Timber and Trading Co.,
and that this company is exporting it?

(2) Why do not the State Sawipills ex-
port the karri?

The MINISTESv replied:
(1) and (2) The State Sawmills do their

own exporting of jarrab and receive the
price payable. Under arrangementi6 made
during the war, and continued since, in
Great Britain, where an import licence for
hardwood timbers is still required, Millars'
Timber and Trading Company act as man-
ag-ers for the exporting group of W.A. saw-
millers to facilitate sales in the United King-
dom. Since Millars' Timber and Trading
Company's Jardee mill ceased production
owing to a fire, and the karri output of that
mill became no lontger available for export
to South Africa, the State Sawmills has
assisted the company by allowing them to
have a small quantity of karri to enable
them to provide some export for their South
African market.

(3). Answered by No. (2).

CO-OPERATIVE BULK HANDLING
-LIMITED.

As to Completion of Agreement and
Interest Payments.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
2cr Lands:

(1) Has an agreement between the Gov-
ernment and Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd., concerning the taking over by the
latter of bulk handling facilities at Fre-
mantle and Bunbury, yet been signed?

(2) Has the company paid any money to
the Treasury to meet interest charges? If
so, how much?

(3) Will be table the agreement?

The MINISTER replied!
(1) With respect to Fremantle-Yes.

With respect to Bunbury the agreement is
in process of preparation.

(2) No. On 17th June, 1949, an account
was sent out for £10,159 4s. 9d. for the
period from the 29th May, 1947, to the 29th
May, 1949, interest and sinking fund con-
tribution in relation to Fremantle. With re-
grd to Bunbury-No.

(3) Yes.

MEAT.

As to Advisory Committee's Recom-
mendations.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Lands:
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(1) las the Meat Advisory Committee
justified its establishment?

(2) Has it made any recommendations
upon which the Governmient has acted?

(3) What recommendation has actually
'rca put into operationi'

The MINISTER rdplied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.

(3) Several recommendations have been
2onsidered and one that involves legislation
.-anjiot yet be divulged.

EDUCATION.

As to Southern Cross School Tenders.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for Edu-
ration:

(1) What expenditure has the Treasury
approved for work to be carried out on the
Southern Cross Government school and
school grounds?

(2) In what year was this amount
alrOVed?

(3) What detailed work is listed for at-
tention?

(4) HoW/ often have tenders been called,
and with what results?

(5) When were tenders last calle&J

'Tho MINISTER replied:

(1) £2,824.
(2) 1947 (11th December).

(3) Extensive internal and external re-
pairs and renovations, and in addition-

(a) provision of one type E shelter;
(b) provision of three girls' latrines;
(e) provision of three boys' latrines

and urinal;
(d) demolition of old latrines;
(c) provision of two 100 watt elec-

tric points in each classroom and one
each in the entrance and washroom;

(f) provisiodi of septic tank installa-
tion.

(4) (a) Tenders for repairs and renova-
tions hay0 been called on six occasions, a
tender finally being accepted on the 2nd
Msay;

(b) tenders for sewerage have been called
on eight occasions but none has been re-
ecived.

(5) The 17th June, 1949 (sewerage).

GOLD. I
As to Ope Market Selling and Effect.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Premier:

(1) Is it correct that he has ipproached
the Prime Minister and requested that the
gold mine owners be allowed to sell their
gold on the open markets of the world?

(2) If this is so, has he closely considered
the implication;, over a long-terma policy,
of this method of disposal and its ultimate
effect on the gold mining industry in Aus-
tralia?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) and (2) On several occasions I have
approached the Prime Minister regarding
the serious difficulties facidig the gold min-
ing industry and have urged that considera-
tion be given to some method of increasing
the payment to gold producers for their
product.

I have pointed out to the Prime Minister
that there are several ways by which this
might be done and have asked him to give
consideration to such means as a subsidy
per ounce, an approach to the Monetary
Fund for a direct rise in the price, allowing
producers access to the open market, or the
South African method of selling gold for
fabriqisting- purposes.

.My latest communication to the Prime
Minister on this sulbject was dated the 31st
May and I am awaiting his reply.

NATIVE ADMINISTRA0TION.
As to Officers and Sale of Stock.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked
Minister for Native Affairs:

the

In view of his Press statement of today,
(1) Is he prepared to lay on the Table of

the House all papers relating to the dis-
missal of the mnanager, of Munja Native
Station?

(2) All piapers relating to fite dismissal
or resignation of the Superintendent of the
Port Hledland Native Hospital?

(3) All papers relating to the resignation
of Inspector Martin of Geraldton?

(4) All papers relating to the sale of
stock at l.dialla Native Settlement?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) (2) (3) (4) I shall be glad to make
'these papers available at my office for per-
usal by 'the hon. member at a time to suit
his convenience.
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* PRICES CONTROL. ,
(a) As to Remnoval of Subsidies.

21.-. T TAT (without notice) asked the
Attornley (3elleralI

Will he advise the House whether any
ot the following items -have been subsidised
bY the Common wealth (iovernment, the sub-
sidv for whiceh has no'w been removed:

(it) Beef; lamb: mutton ; poultry.
Clb) 11am; bacon : cooked meats ( includ-

ing hami and eorned beef).
(C) Bread; biscuits.
(d) Baby foods.
(6) Jams;: pickles; sauces.
(F) Nuts : raisins; currants.
(g) Soaps (toilet and household).
(It) ('alice; cocoa.
01ii ialads; green vegetables.
(J) Cheese and lhutter?

The ATTOIINEY CENEBfAL replied:
I 4o not think an fl of the items mentioned
]have been subsid isea, wvith the possible ex-
veption of a small subsidy with regard to
snap.

(bi) As to Tabling List of Subsidised Goods.'

THin. F. J1. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the kttornvev Gerneral:

Sier lie has expressed himself as satis-
fled with his control of price fixing will hie
prepare at statement for tabling in the
House at the next sitting, showing the pri ce
in Western Australia of all subsidised
goods at the date of the State taking over
price control and as at the Ist June, 1949 ?

The ATTO 'NEY GENERAL replied:
I intend to supply some of the informa-

tion when introducing a continuance Bill.
I do not know whether the Leader of the
(lpposition would like to let the question
stand over until then. If not, I must ask
for notice of the question.

MOTION-STANDING ORfhRS
SUSPENSION.

As to Rescinding Resoltion'
THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MoLarty-

M1urray-Wellington) [5.0]: 1 move that the
r-esolution passed by this House on Tuesday,
the 16th November, 1948, as follows:-

"'That during the remainder, of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended po far as
to entable Bills to be introduced without notice
,qnd to he passed through all their remaining
stages on the same day, all Messages from
the Legislative Council to be taken into con-
sideration on the saume day they are received,

and to enable resolutions from the Committees
of Supply and of Ways and Means to be re-
ported and adopted on the samte day on whicl.
they shall have passed those Committee," -
be rescinded. I

RON. F. J. 8. WISE (Gascoyne) 15.1]:
'This motion is to rescind one moved in this
Chamber manny months ago, although in the
same session. It was moved at that time be-
cause it was thought that the session was
about to end and that it was neesary, even
before private members' business had been
suspended, to assist the Government to ex-
pedite urgent business. That has been the
attitude iii this Chamber for many years.
Usually, after consultation with the Leader
of the Opposition, the Government, when the
end of the session approaches, moves the
motion to suspend Standing Orders, and this
p~articular motion to rescind that suspen-
sion1 is necessary because we are not as near
the end of the session as the Government
thought it was at that time.

The moving of that motion was very
necessary to help the Government at the
time and of course it would be unthinkable
and may be impossible in spite of a major-
ity, for the Government to continue without
the motion being rescinded because of the
fact that we have had no Address-in-reply.
The Address-in-reply has always been consid-
ered by members of Parliament, and other
people, its a right of the House and private
members not merely to air grievances, hut
to state a case for their constituents in eon-
nection wit the many matters worrying
those constituents.

The Government, after a laps of seven
months, in the same session, and without
an Address-in-reply, moves to rescind
this motion,' but in doing so thes Gov-
ernment is fuWly appreciative of the fact
that it has, by its own action, denied mem-
bers an opportunity to speak to that
Address-in-reply and state a case against
the Government on any matters thought de-
sirable by members on either aide. That has
been the usual practice and it is in the in-
terests of electors as well as in the interests
of the community. It is not that time is
wasted by speaking to an Address-in-reply
because memibers have an opportunity to
keep check on all matters of importance-
Now they are denied this right except by
taking other steps such as the asking of
questions and the moving of motions. How-
ever, if the asking of questions and the
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moving of motions are to take the place of
the Address-hn-reply in order to ventilate
members' grievances, we will 'need two or
three hundred motions at this stage ;
motions of legitimate criticism of the
Government.

This move-this tactical move-by the
Government to avoid the Address-in-reply
will not gain it any time or ground whatso-
ever. It is a. tactical blunder whichi the
Premier now recognises. Let us analyse
what has happened in past years in regard
to the rights of members speaking to an
Address-in-reply. In 1935 the Address-in-
-reply took only ten days. In 1939 it took
only 11 days--and those are average years
--and in 1946 it took seven days. Seven sit-
ting days of'"the House in spite of members
of the present Government being seated, at
that stage, on this side of the House! Tberc
were 26 speakers and 18 of them. were Op-
;io;ition members. Eighteen speeches were
made on thb! Address-in-reply in 1946 and in
1339 there were 19 Opposition speakers out
of 32. In 1935 there were 15 Opposition
speakers out of a total of 33, so thaf it
would seem to be the consensus of opinion
by all members then seated on- this side of
the House that that was not only a desir-
Ablp lpractice, but also an absolute necessity
until they sat on the otter side of the
House.

When this tactical move was made-and
I would not care to presume onl whose ad-
vive the Premier acted, hut one could guess
and only gunss-it was done to avoid criti-
cism of the Government until either' the
Budget appears or a Supply Bill is intro-
duced. There is no alternative for private
members but to attempt to see that this
Parliament is conducted properly and de-
cently, debating subjects proper and fitting
at the time find appropriate to their districts
and pertaining to the welfare of the State.
However, we are not permitted to take that
course and I can imagine what we would
have heard from the member for Mt. Mar--
shall and the member for Beverley as well
as the member for Katanning-the present
Minister for Education- had the ventila-
tion of criticism which they saved up during
a period lof six, seven or eight months been
denied them. It is quite ne'!essary and tiimely
that the Government should be reminded, in
this Chamber, that not at any stage do I re-
call a member of its parties making the

comment , that an Address-in-reply was un-
necessary, although I have heard it from
members on this side of the House.

The Government cannot be considering
it from the waste of time angle because
figures that can be shown in "'Hansard"
over the years prove that the Address-in-
reply-that is, the right of members so far
as Parliamentary tradition in this State
goes-has taken a few days only, no more
than 11 or 12 sitting days at the very most.
It 'would have concluded long before
the Premier is ready with his Budget.
'What is it all about? It is to protect the
memba2rs for Mt. Marshall and Middle
Swan.

Hon. A . R. G. Hawke: And the Govern-
ment.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Yes, and the Gov-
ernment, incidentally. But those members,
quite properly, have made a decision as to
their political future and the Government,
to protect its own skin, has decided to make
the proceedings not only six or eight weeks
earlier than usual, but so to prepare its
business that members on either side of the
House, not necessarily those of the Oppo.-
sition, have no opportunity of stating the
ease jfor their constitutents. One could use
very uinpleasant words, but I prefer to say
that the Premnier and his Government, by
this trove, will not gain any time what-
ever. I am certain that ultimately even
members ou6 their side of the House, silent
so far, wvill ultimately have to become vocal
to slate the case for themselves and theft
constituents. We will see, as the days go
by, how necessary it will be f or them to
speak unless they have soine other oppor-
tunity of saving their skins. I re,member
a gen tleman who was a private member,
but *ho is now in the Speaker's Chair,
who was ever jealous of the'rights of pri-
vate members, and always sought to ensure
that even the parish pump was worked, if
necessary. He always contended that legi-
timate grievances of private members
should be ventilated in a proper and fit-
ting manner. That is so on this occasion.
I hope that the Government feels as it
looks, thoroughly ashamed of itself for con-
ducting the business of this Chamber in
this way.

HON. 3. B. SLEEMAK (Fremantle)
[5.13]: I protest against the action of the
Government which necessitates the moving
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of a motion such as this. If it had carried
on the usual procedure as has been done by
Governments in past years, the necessity
tar such a step would never have arisen.
As you will recall, Mr. Speaker, it is a
peculiar fact that over the years such a
.,tuation has occurred on only two occa-
sions; that is, during the period of the
31itchell-Lathami Coalition Government and
again now by the 'McLarty-Watts Govern-
went. It seems to me that it is a trick to
iry to filch from members the opportunity
to address the House on the Address-in-
reply. I have heard from some people out-
side that the Address-in-reply is a waste
of time. I do not think it is. You, Mr.
Speaker, as a private member on the floor
of the House, always contended that pri-
vate members should have an opportunity
to air their grievances, and one of those
opportunities occurs during the Address-in-
reply. You know that a private member
cannot do this, that or the other, and he
cannot bring down a Bill for this matter
or some other, but one of the ways he has,
of airing his grievances is through the de-
bate on the Address-in-reply and also on
the Budget.

This is an action taken by the Govern-
meat because it is frightened that if two
members; of the Party, who are seeking
Federal honours, resign before the State
elections, it is likely to lose those seats and
therefore its majority. The reason I can
see for the Government bringing down a
motion in this way is to muzzle members
of the Opposition, and prevent them from
cxpressinr their views on the awful state
of affairs that exists in reg-ard to several
matters. For instance, members of the Op-
position wili not be able to show the awful
mess the Government has made of price
fixing. You, Sir, will remember that the
Government said, "rVote 'No' and leave
it to us; we will ysee that prices1 are
cc utrolled,"1

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is get-
tine away from the motion.

Hon. J1. B. SLEEMAN: I have to give
reasns. One of the reasons is that the Gov-
ernment is desirou-s of preventing members
on this. side of the House from showing the
awful state of affairs that is developing
through this Grovernment's handling of
price fixing. You will know that if one
enters a ishop today, one has to pay ad.
for a carrot.

.1r. Marshall: I paid 7d. for the last one
I bought.I

Heon. J1. B. SlEEMAN: The hon. member
was unlucky; he was overcharged. The
Government said to itself, '"If we can
manoeuvre in this way, members of the
Opposition will not he able to protest
awninst the awful mness we have made of
price fixingp and hospital accommodation,''
In Fremantle today, women are told that
if they want babies they can go to the
King Edward 'Memorial Hospital and have
them, and that there is no necessity for a
maternity hospital in Fremantle.

Mr, SPEAKER: Will the hon. member
please resume his seat. The motion is
merely to restore Standing Orders, and T1
ask the hbon. member to keep to that.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I agree with
that, Sir, but you will also agree that when at
member is speaking to a motion he must
be allowed to give reasons. Qne of the
reasons why the Minister for Health was
desirous of Parliament being called to-
gether in this way was because he has told
people in Fremantle that there is no ne-
cessity for a maternity hospital there, and
he knows that Opposition members will
not be able to ventilate their grievances
on that matter. There is also the ques-
tion of .the giving away of the tram
routes to private enterprise, and the Min-
ister for Transport did not want the Op-
pos~ition to be able to enter a protest.
There are a number of other things that
caused the Government to open the session
in this manner.

One course I suggest tb overcome the
difficulty is for 'members to bring down
separate motions, one against the awful
miess the Government has made of price
fixidg, and another to bring down legisla-
tion to deal with the housing problem. The
Government said it would give houses to
twvo-unit families, and I have a letter from
one of my constituents who has a three-
unit family and he has been told that when
another child arrives his appication will
he considered. Another motion could be
brought forward in protest against the
awful mess the Government has made as
to the provision of hospital acecommoda-
tion; another dealing with the awful mess
it has made by giving away tram moutes,
and another with the takiiig over of the
electricity supplies in the inmetrpatitsn
area. If members on this side of the
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House adopt those tactics, the Government
will be sorry that it ever cut out the Ad-
dress-in-reply, and we shall take about ten
times as long as the Address-in-reply
would bave taken.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [5.17): We
are only considering this motion because of
w-hat I call a piece of political trickery on
the part of the Government in seeking to
deny members, especially Opposition mem-
bers, what has long been regarded as their
undoubted right to discuss matters, all and
sundry, pertaining to practically any men-
tionable subject. My perusal of the history
of the State Parliament shows that this is
the 60th year of Responsible Government in
Western Australia and that on only two
previous occasions have members been con-
front~d with a situation such as this. One
was in 1931, when there was an emergency
and certain steps had to be taken regarding
the Premiers' Plan. The other occasion was
in 1943, when that greatest of all emerten-
cies was facing Australia, that is, the ap-
proacli of the Japanese to Australian shores.
So, in both those instance;, there were good
and substantial reasons, or at least some
semblance of reason, for niemliers being
denied their proper rights. But on this oc-
rasion there is no particular threat to the
ii eli, being of the State socially, economic-
ally or internationally.

There has been no good reason adduced
why members should be denied yet another
limited privilege which, they enjoy. Never
before in the history of Western Australia
has any Government tried to close the
mouths of Opposition members immediately
prior to an election. There would be and,
of course, should be, the strongest protest
on any occasion, but the position is as plain
as a pikestaff that the Govirnment, by re-
sorting to this miserable trick, is denyin
all members, including its own supporters,
but particularly Opposition members, the
right to criticise it. God- knows, there
are sufficient things about whiek this
Government should be called to order
and asked to give acc~ount. I realise
that members on this'- side -of the
House are at a great disadvantage because
of the friendly attitude of the daily Press
towards the Government. That reflects not
only against members but also against those
they represent, namely, the people of West-
era Australia.

Instead of this sort of thing being re-
corded as an outright scandal, it is glossed
over on the mere flimsy pretext that there
will be some saving of time. If the matter
of time saving were a factor, particularly
in view of the records presented by the
Leader of the Opposition, Parliament could
have been summoned a couple of weeks
earlier. Had that been done, then while
members were applying themselves to the
Address-in-reply, Ministers could still have
been giving consideration to their legislative
programme. I appreciate that on a motion
such as that now 'before the House, which
restricts the opportunities of members re-
specting their deliberations, one is not en-
titled to wander too far from the terms of
the proposition under discussion. So far
as I am personally concerned, I feel that
I have the support of at least 99 per cent.
of my constituents when I express my
strongest disapproval of the Government's
mean and contemptible trick.

Point of Order.

Mr. Bovell: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker! According to the statement on the
notice paper I have, you called thiis session
of Parliament together. I think the re-
marks of the member for East Perth are
uncalled for.

Mr. Marshall: You do not believe that!

Mr. Reynolds: Don't be so childish!

Mr. Speaker: The member for East' Perth
may proceed.

Debate Resumed.

Mr. GRAHAM: Like the member for
Fremantle, I feel, notwithstanding the two-
fold object of the Government-flrstly, with-
out question, there is the paramount desire
to stifle the criticism of 04i Opposition and,
sec ndly, there is the desire to overcome
the position created by two of its support-
ers who are contemplating contesting the
next Federal elections-that, it will not
gain anything whatsoever in the sav-
ing 'of time, If we have -been robbed,
as we have, and shamefully robbed at that,
of our rights, we on the Opposition side of
the House at -any rate intend to take ad-
vantage of every opportunity to point out
those matters we think worthy of mention,
and where no such opportunity is provided
by means of legislation, other methods will
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be found so that the voice of the people,
through their representatives, may be heard
in this Chamber.

Once again I protest as strongly as it is
possible for me to do against the action
of the Government. Were A1 to express
myself in terms applicable to the state of
my feelings respecting this matter, I am
certain I would be called to order. The
Government has done a most shocking thing
to the rt'presentatives of the people, and
I sincerely hope that the public organs of
propaganda will let the people know that
we on the Opposition side of the House are
disgusted with the Government, and that
they will point out the situation to the
people in a manner that will be a proper
reflection of our feelings regarding the
matter.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [5.25]: 1
desire briefly to express my resentment
regarding the taetics the Government has
adoptedl on this occasion. It is not often
that I am resentful in this House. I feel
that it i6 an affront to members, particularly
to those sitting on the Opposition side of
the House, that they should he deprived of
an opportunity to speak on the Address-in-
reply. I know it has been said by certain
members-

Point of Order.

Mfr. Leslie: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker! I am sure other members will, with
me, appreciate very greatly your indulgence
in this matter.

Lion. A. R, G. Hawke: What is your
point of order?

Mr. Leslie: I find in the Motion no re-
ference to the matter of the Address-in-
reply. So far as I can see, the acceptance
or rejection of - the motion by the House,
cannot mean that members are deprived-

M1r. Marshall: Are you giving a decision
on the point of order or merely submitting
one?

Mr. Leslie: I am seeking A ruling.
Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I would like to ask

you, Mr. Speaker, whether the member for
Mt. Marshall is in order in tnabkng as
speech when asking for your ruling?

Mr. Speaker: I will await the point of
order.

Hon. J. B. Sleenian: He is giving a
decision himself.

Mr. Leslie: I wish to ask whether the
acceptance or rejection of the motion has
any effect upon the question of whether or
not an Address-in-reply debate will be pro-
ceeded with in this Chamber.

Mr. Speaker: As I see it, the point raised
is as to whether the restoration of the
Standing Orders implies that the session
will prbcecd instead of a new session being
commenced. in other words, the question
is as to whether the proceedings now are to
be merely a cleaning up of the work of the
existing session, or whether there will be a
further session at a later stage. I am not
in a position to say anything about that.
From what I have been able to gather, and
having listened to the criticism respecting
the restoration of the Standing Orders, all
I can say is that I will give members every
opportunity to express their criticism, but
they must not overdo it.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Hear, hear!
Hon. A. H. Penton: They cannot overdo

it.

Debate Resumed.

Mr. S IYANTS: This is a questi6n of the
application of the Standing Orders, which
apply. to the Address-in-reply as well. It
seems strange to me that the Premier should
dispense with the Standing Orders in one
direction and then a couple of days later
move that they shall again be operative. I
claim that the A'ddress-in-reply debate is
governed by Standing Orders in exactly the
same way as is the motion before the Chair.
I know that it has been said by various
members that we could quite easily dispense
wkth that debate, but I have never been one
to subscribe to that point of view.

During the 14 sessions I have been pre-
sent in the House, I have always taken ad-
vantage of the opportunity to express
criticism of the Government or to explain
the requirements of the district I have the
honour to represent or, in a wider sense, to
discuss matters of State or national import-
ance. From the standpoint of actual
effectiveness of contributions to the Address-
in-reply debate, while not very much im-
portance ma *y be attached to them, neverthe-
less they provide members with one of those
rare. opportunities afforded them to discuss
matters that possibly could not come up for
consideration on the Estimates later in the
session. Those members, who say that no
great harm would be done if this Standing
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Order and also the Address-in-reply were
dispensed with, would be in much the same
category as those people who, with reluct-
ance, are compelled to enrol and then vote
at ejections. While they claim that it is a
great nuisance to have to do so, if the privi-
ledge were withdrawn they would assuredly
complain and be very resentful of it. So,
if it were decided to withdraw the Address-
in-reply debate, I am certain that 09 per
cent, of the members would he keenly re-
sentful of it as a common rule, and I feel
resentful of it now in the exceptional cir-
cumstances that have occurred during the
current session.

The reason for what ha happened is well
known to us. I may be unjustly suspicious
but, in my opinion, the reason is that the
Government feare that probably frustra-
tion tactics would be adopted by the
Opposition in an endeavour to prolong the
session till a stage when it would be very
difficult for its two supporters, who are
aspirants for Federal political honours, to
carry out their now quite laudable inten-
tions. I think the Premier and his Ministers
must agree that, in a general sense, they
have received a fair amount of co-operation
from members on this side of the House;
The Opposition has a certain duty to per-
form and certain objectives to attain. One
of its principal duties is to criticise
the actions of the Government, and the Gov-
ernment must admit that the Opposition
has indulged in only fair and legitimate
criticism.

I direct the Premier's attention to the fact
that, towards the close of Inst year, he ex-
pressed a desire that the sitting of the
House should be concluded on a certain
date. I say without fear of successful con-
tradiction that the conduct of business to-
wards the close of last year was the greatest
jumble that has occurred during the 14
Years I have been in Parliament. Members

-will recall that, to meet the Premier's wishes
to finish on a certain date, members of the
Opilosition co-operated to the extent of re-
fraining from discussing even for a minute
such important Votes on the Estimates as
Mines, Railways and Agriculture. We co-
operated to the limit to help the Premier.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And we still want
to co-operate.

Mr. STYANTS: It shows little apprecia-
tion of our co-operation that the Premier
and his Ministers should decide to frustrate

any proposed attempt by us to prolong the
session in order that the two aspirants for
Federal honours might resignu their State
membership to nominate for Federal seats.
I do not think the Government need have
had any fear on those grounds, because no
benefit would have accrued to us, and it
has not been the practice of the Opposition
unduly to oppose anything in the order of
business or prevent the Premier from at-
taining any objective he had in mind. I
recommend the Premier and his Ministers
to consider the words of the great author
and philosopher Voltaire wvho, when dis-
cussing the question of the right of his
opponents to free speeob, said, "I may not
believe a word that you are going to say,
but I will fight to the utmost for your right
to say it."

BON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.35] : The motion which the Pre-
mier is asking the House to rescind* was
moved much earlier this session. Later on
in the session, I assume that the Premier
will desire to move a similar, motion in order
to expedite the despatch of business, and
I am wondering whether it will be competent
for him to. do so. Under the Standing
Orders, if a member moves a motion and
it is defeated, it is not permissible for him
to move it again in the same session; and
yet that is what the Premier will be seeking
to do.

This moti6n was carried at the end of last
year because the Government needed it to
get the business through, but owing to the
steps since taken by the Government, we
are now being asked to rescind that motion.
If we agree to its rescission, I should like to
know whether it will be competent for the
Premier to move a'similar motion later on
this session for the purpose of expediting
the despatch of business.

Had the Government not decided to
trample upon the rights of private members
in its own interests and so dispense with
the Address-in-reply debate in this way, it
world not have been necessary for the Pre-
mier to move this motion of rescission. The
resolution would have lapsed in the ordinary
course and we could have proceeded, as we
had every right to expect, *with the final
session of the Parliament.

It would not have been so bad bad the
Premier dispensed with the Address-in-reply
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during the second session, provided he felt
disposed so to do. That would have been
bad enough, but it would not have been
nearly so had as his action on this occasion.
The Government must realise that members
of the Opposition have a duty to the coun-
try and that duty is to hold up to the light
of criticism the actions of the Government.
How else are the people to know what is
happening? They cannot depend upon what
the newspaper will tell them because that
is on the side of the Government and the
newspaper is silent* on its misdeeds while it
praises to the utmost those things of which
from time to time the Government feels
proud.

Hon. A. B. G. Hawke: "The West Aus-
tralian" is the Government.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: So there is a spe-
ally good reason why we should have no
muzzling of the Opposition in the final ses-
sion of the Parliament. If u-e had a Press
that told the people what was occurring in
the House without suppressing reference to
actions that would do the Government no
credit, as has been the case, there would not
be so much to criticise, but because the
newspaper, as is well knowl, shields the
Government and praises it where possible,
members of the Opposition should not no
denied the right and opportunity to let the
People know the truth about the actions of
the Government.

There are many matters that ought to be
brought to the light of day illustrative of
how badly the Government has fallen down.
The Government claims to assist the estab-
lishment of industry, 4tA actually holds u2p
the establishment of industry, as I shall
prove at the earliest opportunity. Hence
it has taken this step to ppotect its own
skin because of the difficulties that will arise
later-difficulties emanating from the actions
of members supporting the Government, not
as a result of action by members on the
Opposition side. Because of action pro-
posed to be taken at a later stage by mem-
bers supporting the Government, the Pre-
mier and his Ministers desire to hasten into
the safety of recess, if they can. In order
to do tfhat, it deprives private members,
without any compunction at all, of that
which has been their right since Responsible
Government, a right to which the Opposi-
tion is entitled, an opportunity deliberately
afforded it, to express its point of view. In

view of the action taken by the Premier, I
should like to know from him whether the
Audiltor General's report will be tabled be-
fore the Budget is presented.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Of course it will not.
Hon. J. T2. TONKIN: That is something

which his colleague, the Deputy Premier,
repeatedly urged when he was on this side
of the House. He insisted that there could
be no proper consideration of the Budget
unless the Auditor General's report was,
tabled. Are we likely to have it, and are
we likely to get the Budget early enough
to enable us to discuss it properly? We cer-
tainly were not afforded that opportunity in
the earlier part of this session, when the
Estimates for department after department
were rushed through in a matter of seconds.

Mr. Marshall: We foolishly subscribed to
it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There was no op-
portunity for us to deal with the Estimates
for the various departments. Is that to be
the position again, so that the Government
can rush into the safety of recess, or are
we to be given a fuller opportunity on this
occasion, especially now that we have been
deprived of our opportunity on the Address-
in-reply! In view of the Premier's state-
ment published in "The West Australian"
that he was solicitous for the rights of pri-
vate members, I should like to know whether
they will be enabled to deal with their busi-
ness during this session.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: of course they will
not. The Government will muzzle them, if
it can.

Hen. J. T. TONKIN: Are the require-
ments of this State and the duties of Pri-
vate members to be a secondary considera-
tion with the Governmrent, its first consid-
eration being its own safety and the con-
venience of its own members?

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The whole two of
them!I

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Government
has brought this position upon itself. I can
well imagine, as the Leader of the Opposi-
tion pointed out, what a howl there would
have been had the position been reversed.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: We have them all
silenced over there I

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Had we attempted
to do what the Government did in the final
part of the first period of this session, that
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is, deprive Opposition members of their op-
portunity to criticise the Government, there
would have been a howl. Of course, the
Government can do anything so long as it
suits itself, but private members have a re-
sponsibility to their constituents. Are they
to be trodden down merely because it suits
the Government to take this course of ac-
tion~? I think that before the Government
is very much older it will have very good
reason to regret what it has done.

MR. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [5.44]: Before
the motion is submitted, 1, in common with
other members, desire to express briefly my
views on the attitude of the Government.
I am absolutely astounded at its decision
to prevent private members, not only on
the Opposition side but on the Government
side also, from expressing their views and
the views of their constituents on matters
of vital importance to ther4, as well as on
matters affecting the people of the State
as a whole. I have a vivid recollection of
the many fine orations that you, Mr.
Speaker, made in this Chamber wvhen I be-
came a member.

Hon. A. RI. G. Hawke'. Hear, hear!
Mr. HEGNEY: Most of those orations

had for their object the impressing on mem-
hers of the importance of preserving their
rights, as well as the rights of the com-
munity. The Government's attitude is a
direct attempt to take away from private
members the right to submit their views
and opinions on behalf of the people whom
they represent. I assure the Government
that members on this side of the House,
and I speak for myself now, considered
that as the members of the Government
were inexperienced when they assumed
office, they should be given every oppor-
tunity to become conversant with the many
ramifications of their portfolios. As a con-
sequence-and as I think "Hansard" will
prove-most, if not all, the members on
this side of the House were mild in their
criticism of the members of the Govern-
ment; hut on this occasion the Government,
at the direction of those who instruct it
from outside, has decided to sandbag the
Opposition, as well as the rank and file
members of the Liberal and Country
League and of the Country and Democratic
League and thus refuse them the oppor-
tunity of bringing matters of importance
before the House.

It has been said by members on this side
of the House, as well as by some members
on the Government side, that the Address-
in-reply is not of great importance. I hold
the view that whether the present Govern-
ment continues in office or whether the Lab-
our Party is in office after next election,
the onus is on Ministers to take cognisance
of what private members submit in
a rational way for their consideration. The
point I make is that private menmbers have
certain rights; and, without going into
ancient history, it is not so long ago since
private members practically had no rights
whatever. I would say in protesting
against the Government's attempt to re-
strict the rights of rank and file members,
that I feel disposed to avail myself to the
fullest extent possible of my opportunities
under the Standing Orders to bring every
conceivable matter possible before Parlia-
meat this session, in the way I would have
done had there been an Address-in-reply
debate.

I assure the Premier that he will not gain
much time by tl~e action of his Government
in cutting out the Address-in-reply. I
agree with the Leader of the Opposition
that that was one of the many tactical
hluncers which the Government has made.
I know the Government acted in full col-
laboration wvith "The West Australian."
As a, matter of fact, I believe the Govern-
ment takes its instructions from that news-
paper, because quite recently I read a lead-
ing article wherein the paper commended
the State Government for its decision not
to introduce many Bills during the re-
mainder of the present session. It was
quite in order that the Government 'had
introduced many Bills in the previous ses-
sion and there wvas no obligation on the part
of the Government to introduce a multi-
plicity of Bills on this occasion.

M.Marshall: No matter how urgent they
mighbt be!

Mr. HEGNEY: I would say that there
was'some motive behind the leading article
in "The West Australian." I have no doubt
-and I do not think any member of the
Liberal and Country League or the Country
and Democratic League who spoke honestly
would contradict my statement-that the
reason for this elimination of the Address-
in-reply and the introduction of an ea~rly
session was for the express purpose, in the
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first place, of enabling the Government to
close down this Parliament in time to allow
the member for Middle Swan and the mem-
her for Mt. Marshall to nominate for Federal
seats; and if Parliament is closed and the
results of the two subsequent by-elections
are adverse to the Government, it will still
be able to carry on. I believe 'that is one
of the reasons why the Government desires
to close Parliament early, Aind as a private
member and a member of this community,
I contend that if the Government is going
to carry on, and that is what is in its mind,
it is politically immoral.

If the Government proposes to carry on in
the event of the by-elections being adverse
to it after this session has closed, its action
will 'be politically immoral. The only
honourable thing to do would be to go to
the country or resign. The rank and ifie
members of the Country and Democratic
League may not agree with me, nor may
the members of the newly-created Liberal
and Country League, but I believe there is
another reason for the action of the Govern-
ment. I can assure those niembers that one
of the reasons why the Address-in-reply has
been cut out-they may not be able to look
behind the scenes or know what is going
on, but we know that they have been un-
consciously sand-bagged-is that there is
an important conference to take place on
the 6th and 7th July and another, I under-
stand, on the 8th July. It is significant
that those two conferences have been con-
vened on such closely asisociated dates.

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member' is get-
flog away from the motion.

Mr. HEGNEY: I am glad you reminded,
me of that. It is funny you should have
reminded me because I was going to round
off on that point as it has a direct associa-
tion-

Mr. SPEAKER: I was trying to short-
circuit the hon. member.

M r. HEONEY: -with what you said
when you replied to the member for Mt.
Marshall, and it has relation to the restric-
tion of private members on both sides of
the, Rouse. You can see how I link the
points up in this way: thap in connection
with those two conferences to which I have
referred it is hoped that the 'Government
will be able to overcome its difficulties with-
out any Address-in-reply, because that
would have been out of the road altogether

by that date. I know that the private mem-
bers of the Liberal and Country League will
not agree with the statement,-but I have
reasonable grounds for making it-that there
are certain motives behind the entire elimina-
tion of Jhe Address-in-reply. If the Address-
in-reply had been arranged for, I do not
think the Government could have accused
the members on this side of the House of
entering into unfair or extravagant criticism.
If members will look up "Hainsards" of the
last two sessions every one who is reason-
ably minded will realise that the criticism
offered has been very fair.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Constructive.

Mir. HEGNEY: It has been constructive
and reasoned criticism, and the same would
have obtained on this occasion. I would
like the Premier to indicaite-if he is in a
position and courageoua'enough to do so--
why the session has been called early and
why the Address-in-reply has been elimin-
ated. I would be very pleased to bear from
him on that matter. As a result of the
Government's action, members on this side
of the House have to resort to other means
of -bringing to the attention of the Govern-
ment matters affecting their electorates. I
regret that the Government's decision is one
which tends to restrict and limit the rights
of members in this Parliament.

I shall collaborate with the Government
when I think eollaboratiorl is necessary in
regard to the Bills it introduces and will
help to expedite the passage of those Bills;
but I can assure the Premier and the At-
torney General, the legal adviser of the
Government, that I shall take every step
possible under Standing Orders to see that
matters that would have been brought be-
fore the Government by way of the Address-
in-reply are submitted by other means; and
in the long run I do not think the Govern-
inent will gain any time by its unwise action
in restricting the rights of private members
by cutting out the Address-in-reply.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northamj
[5.56] : I support the motion, which should
be some comfort to the Premier.

The Minister for Works: That is an
excellent start anyhow.

The Minister for Housing: It is real
collaboration.

110
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am sure that
the Premier and all his.1Ministers wiUl agree
that the Opposition has co-operated very
frilly with them during the two -years they
have been in office. That co-operation has
operated, not only inside this Parliament,
when Parliament has been in session1, but
also outside, as I am sure the Premier would
readily admit. Because the Opposistion has
co-operated so reasonably with the Govern-
meat during, the whole of its existence and
thereby assisted it to carry on the affairs
of State, it' is difficult to understand why
the return given by the Government to the
Opposition for that co-operation is so in-
sulting as it has been in connection with the
methods used by the Government regarding
the sittings of Parliament that arc now tak-
ing place.

1 think the least the Premier and his
colleagues could have done in return for
the co-operation given to the Government
by the Opposition was to take the necessary
steps to bring- to an end last year's session
of Parliament and to mnake this year's sit-
tings a new session altogether- That was
the least the Government might have been
expected to do for the Opposition and for
private members generally in return for the
large measure of co-operation which the
Government has alvays had from the Leader
of the Opposition and members on the
Opposition benches. Certainly there is no
warrant or justification of any kind for the
Government's action in deciding to make
this year's sittings a continuation of the
session held last year.

It must be evident to the Premier, if not
to all of his Ministers, that the Qdvernment
has gained nothing and will giim nothing
in point of time because of its action in seek-
ing to deprive private members of Parlia-
ment of the right to participate in the
normal Address-in-reply debate. There
could possibly in some circumstances be a
justification for dispensing with the
Address-in-reply debate, hut th~re could he
no circumstances in the final year of a
Parliament to justify the wiping out of the
right of private members to participate in
such a debate. I think the Premier has en-
tirely overlooked the fact that the rig&ht Of
members to participate in an Address-in-
reply debate is an absolnte one given to
them by the Standing Orders of this House.
The Premier has to explain to members why
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the Government has completely taken away
the right of private members here to par-
ticipate in such a debate;' if they so desire.

I would not have made such a strong pro-
test about this matter if the Premier had
been frank with the pnblic in the exptana-
tion be made publicly as to the reasons why
the Government decided to make the sittings
of Parliament this year a continuation of
those, which took place last year.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: They sounded very
like excuses, not reasons.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: In "The West
Australian" of Thursday, the 19th May
last, the Premier is reported as stating-

The Budget would be introduced early and
members would then have an opportunity of
discussing every aspect of State affairs.
Of course, members have that right in every
session. There is nothing new in it. It
does not give members any additional rights
beyond what they have had in other sessions.
The Premier then wvent on in his statement
to try to justify or explain the altered pro-
cedure as follows:-

:.The altered procedure to be followed this
year was made desirable by circumstances, he
said.
It was "made desirable," mind you Mr.
Speaker, and not "necessary" or "justified"
or "'right" in any shape or form, but "made
desirable by circumstances." The Premier-
went on to say-

Tbo Federitl elections would take p~lace dur-
ing the period in which the State Parliament
usually assembled and members would desire a
long adjournment to participate in the cam-
paign.

The points made by the Premier in that
part of the statement are not necessarily
correct. What right has the Premier to
say, for instance, that the Federal election
would take place during the period in which
the State Parliament usually assemble? No-
one knows whether the Federal election will
take place 'in October, November or Decem-
her of this year, or January of next year.
W"hat right had the Premier to speak for
all members and say that they would desire
a long adjournment to participate in the
Federal election campaign?

Hon. A. H. Panton: We might not be
interested.

Eon. A. R. G. HAWIKE: This House
meets only on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays. Members of the State Parlia-
mient, if a Federal election campaign were

I
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taking place, and the State Houses still re-
mained in session, could take part in that
campaign on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays
and 'Mondays.

M1r. Marshall: Why did it become so im-
portant this time?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: If all members
desired this House to adjourn so that they
might take part in a Federal election cam-
paign, we need not adjourn for more than
two weeks at the most, because that would
be a sufficient period of time for such State
members as would take part in the cam-
paig-n to do so.

H~on. F. J. S. Wise: But what would
happen after resumption 9 That is the
worry.

Hon, A. II. 0. HAWKE: 'We know from
experience, especially of the more recbnt
Federal elections, that State members do not
take a very big part in Federal election
campaigns-that is speaking of State mem-
bers as a whole. As I said earlier, I am
sure the Premier did not give to the public
the true explanation of why his Govern-
ment decided upon the proposal to call the
State Parliament together earlier this year
and to deprive private members of Parlia-
ment of their undoubted right to participate
in an Address-in-Reply debate. Following the
publication of the Premier's explanation in
"The West Australian" of the 19th May, I
felt it my duty on beh'alf of the Opposition,
.as the Leader of the Opposition was away,
to question very seriously the explanation
he had given. I submitted a statement to
"The West Australian," which was publish-
ed without any portion of it being sup-
pressed. It is quite unusual for the editor
of "The West Australian" to publish any of
my vontrihutions without maliciously sup-
pressing some portion of them-

The Premier: He gave your Leader a
pretty good go this morning.

lion. A. R. 0. IIAWKE: -more particu-
ladly when those contributions have to do
with actual or potential mergers between
the anti-Labour parties in this State.

Hon. F. J1. S. Wise: He likes your corn-
meats, on which to build his leaders.

Hon. A. II. 0. RAWE: The submission
I made to "The West Australian" was so
good tha-t I propose to read it.

The M1inister for Heusing: Is this the
part that was published, or the part cut

Hon. A, R, G. HAWKE: The Minister
for Housing is not displaying his custom-
ary lucidity, as I said a moment ago that
the editor of "The West Australian" pub-
lished this statement without suppressing
any portion of it. The matter published
reads as follows:

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition-Mr.
IHawkc-said yesterday, lie was naturally in-
terested in the Premier's announcement re-
garding the Government's decision to call Par-
liament together on the 15th of June,

The Premier claimed the decision to eon-
tinue last year's session, instead of baring a
new one, was to enable Parliament to adjourn
earlier than usual so' that its members could
participate in the Federal election campaign.
As no date for that election had yet been
fixed, the question of adjourning the State
Parliament was at present neither vital nor
urgent. I

It was much more likely the Premier and
his colleagues had chosen the proposed eoursc
to prevent members from criticising the Giov-
ermnent upon a number of matters vital to the
public.

Some of those matters, including the appal1-
ling lack of control over p 'rives, require urgent
aittention at the hands of Parliament, yet dis-
cuission upon themt would be prevented until
rome considerable time after Parliament met,
if the Government had its way.

The 'Minister for Housing: 'No editor
could have cut anything out of that.

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: It' continue-
If the Federal election came on fa.irly early

there would he little or no opportu:vity for
such discussions, as the State Glover1nent
would thieu have to close Parliament down. and
seek safety in recess to save itself from defeat
in the Legislative Assembly. It was not the
fauilt of the public, or of thie Opposition, thant
two of the Government's supporters had de-
cided to contest Pederal seats, and would have
to resign their State seats at least two month.;
before nominating for the Federal Pa~larent,
and the businesvs of the country and of Parlia-
meat should not be pushed around to suit Vinse
two mumbhers.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The Government -has
allowed itself to be pushed around to suit
them.

lion. A. R. 0. HAWKE: Further-
There was no genuine reason to Justify the

Covrnmct in denying to members of Parlia-
ment their ordinary and reasonable rights of
discussion and criticism-more particularly as
the forthcoming meoting of Parliament would
lie its last before the State election.

I havo a sufficiently good opinion of the
commonsense and of the practical mind of
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the Premier to believe that, when the pro-
posal to follow the line of action that the
Government has since followed in coninec-
tion with these sittings of Parliament was
brought up in Cabinet, he opposed the idea.

Mr. Marshall: I will bet he did.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: He would have
enough coinmonsense to know that if the
Government decided on that course and im-
posed it upon members of this House , os-
teasibly for the purpose of saving time, it
would have the opposite effect.

Hon. P. J. S. Wise: Who do you think
thought of it-the Attorney General again?

Hon. A. i. G. HAWKE: It is most un-
fortunate that the Premier will be the mem-
ber of the Government to stind up and de-
fend an action of the Government with
which he probably disagreed in Cabinet. I
have no doubt that this way of calling Par-
liament together on tfie present occasion
was suggested by the shrewd legal minds
in the Government.

Mr. Marshall: Very shrewd I
Mr. Reynolds: There is no doubt about

that.
Mr. Marshall: The tactics adopted indi-

ate that.

Ion. A. II. G. HAWKE: In 99 eases oat of
100 the shrewd legal mind is a non-practical
mind; a mind that does not understand the
ordinary man or his reactions to certain
lines of conduct. I am positive that the prac-
tical and commuonsense minds of thp Minis-
ter for Works, the Premier and the Minister
for Transport would realise the probable
rehctions of members, on the Opposition side
of the House to this line of action.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: What about the lady
member3

The Minister-for Housing: You should
go in for thought reading.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I feel I am
making some accurate deductions. because,
after all, if one knows men reasonably well
one knows how their minds work and the
lines of action they would advocate.

Mr. Marshall: You do not know the out-
side strings that were pulled for this.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: There is no
doubt that the twa shrewd legal minds in
the Cabinet would advocate strongly that
this sort of political trickery should be prc
tised npon the Opposition members of Par-
liament during the present year, because I

amu crtain that the move of the Govern-
menE al~ this direction is neither more nor less
than scabby political trickery. Why shoud
members of the Opposition and privaue
members generally be robbed of their un-
(loubled tight to participate in an Address-
in-reply debate it they so wish, simply uc-
cause the Inember for %It. Marshall and the
member for- Middle Swan have taken it into
their heads to try to get into the Common-
wealth r-ariaznenti Why should the rights
of most of the 50 members of this House
be destroyed this year, in relation to the
Address-in-reply debate, to suit the con-
venience of those two members,

Mr. Mar-shall: Two that we would be
Pleased to get rid of.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is certainly
a ease of the tail wagging the dog.

Sitting suspended from 6.215 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Before tea I
quoted from the issue Of "The West Aus-
trallion". which published the Premier's
statement made for the benefit of the pub-
lie cnd giving the reasons_

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Or excuses!

lion. A. R. G. HAWKE: -or the so-
called reasons w'vy the Government had
decided to adopt th practice it has in con-
nection with Parliament this year and
against which members of the Opposition
have Protested during this discussion. The
smle report indicated that the Premier had
that day attended a meeting of the joint
Parties which malic, the Government pos-
sible and this is what "The West Austra-
lian" reported on the mcting:_

Mr. MeLarty appeared to be very pleasedafte'r the meeting because proceedings badbeen very harmonious for the two anid ah
hours that it lasted. At one stage it semer]f
that sonlc hitterness might be introduced whena ricinbe, or two mrade reference to orgaunisa.tiollal efforts for a Liberal1 and Country Leaguea1nd Country, and Democratic League merger.

Iun OlSCS ilo tlhis question quicly endeld
anialmembers continued. to use the %yord4

of one, ''to be good pals.,,
The Premier: Hear, hear!

Hon' A. ' R0 . HIAWKE: The report con-
hinues-

Mr. J. T. Manin, who recently resigned from
tle CAL.. became nn Independent an..d subo,.
qu'enltly joiined the TL.C.L., was present at the
mceting.
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The Ministr for Housing: Are you quot-
ing from Standing Orders? We ars% dis-
cussing the suspension of' Standing Orders.

Hon. A. iR. 0. HAWKE: It is not diffi-
cult for those who were not present at this
mneeting to imagine the member for Bever-
Icy sitting between the member fbr Irwin-
Moore and the Minister for Transport, and
one could almost see them sitting arm in
arm, as it were, and being "jolly good
pals.',

Hon. A. H. Panton: And So say all of
us!

Hon. A. Ri. 0. HAWKE:- During the tea
hour the Premier and myself had a very
friendly discussion-

Mr. Marshall: And decided to be "jolly
good pals."

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: -in a most
appropriate place and under very favour-
able circumstances. One of the terms used
by the Premier was "our democratic way
of life." I think our denoeritic way of
life is involved in the stand which Opposi-
tion members have taken in this discussion,
protesting against their democratic way of
life and their democratic rights in this
State. being taken from them by the Gov-
ernment because of thq introduction of a
political trick in making the sittings of Par-
lianment this year a continuation of the
session which commenced in July of last
year.I

If the Government was really anxious to
Wipe out the Ad dress- in-reply debate this
year there was a clear, straightforward'
course for it to follow if it iftended to
treat the Opposition in this House in a
decent manner, and if it was to show some
practical demonstration of its oft-repeated
expressions of belief' in the phrase "our
4moeratic way of life." The clear and
straight-forward way -would have been for
the Government to have brought legally to
an end the sittings of last year and to have
eownenced a new session this year
and then brought down a motion when the
House met, if Standing Orders hq~d permit-
ted it, to dispense with the Address-in -reply
debate. If that could have been done, and
had been done, all mneml~ers of this Assed!l-
bly could have decided by discussion, and
by vote, whether they were prepared to
surrender the right which is normally

theirs to have an Address-in-reply debate
and of participating in it to the extent
which any onle of them might desire.

The Government did not follow that
course. It adopted .the shrewd legal politi-
cal trick of making the sittings of Parlia-
weat this year a continuation of those held
last year end thereby making the sittings
of this year part of the same session as
the sittings of last year. There was nothing
very democratic about that and there was
nothing decent about it, It was a politi-
cal trick which the Government has no
reason to be other than very much ashamed
about,

Prior to tea I said that it was not fair
that the position of two rbemberts in this
H4se who have decided to contest the
next Federal eleetion should be allowed to
deprive more than 40 othdr members of the
House of the right that is usually theirs.
I do not consider the Government was in
any way justified in robbing other members
of their rights because two mnembers have
decided to leave this Assembly altogether
and try to get into another Parl iament.
The main reason why the Government fol-
lowed the course it did wvas to try to finish
the sittings this year as quickly as possible
so that Parliament might he closed dawn
before these ta&,o members had to resign,
and thus allow the Government to be safe
in recess and away altogether from any in-
fluence or decision which Parliament would
exercise upon it if Parliament were still
sitting.

Is it a fair proposition from the poiat of
view of the pLnbl4 generally, and of the
welfare of the country, that there should
be a rush to get through the sittings this
year as quickly as possible and close
Parliament down altogether as early As Pos-
sible in order that the Government might
avoid being amenable to the will of Par-
liarnentl In essence, therefore, the main
reason why the Government has put over
this political trick and why it has robbed
mnembers of the Opposition, and private
members generally, of their ordinary un-
doubted right, is that it is anxious to
[ireserve its own skin and to run the full
course of office which would norm ally be-
available to it. Thh,. Government is on the
way out, there is not the slightest doubt in
the world about that.

The Premier, There may he some differ-
ence of opinion there.
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWVKE: No doubt there
would be a difference of opinion. The Pre-
uii, deep in his heart of hearts, enter-
tains~ hosme slight feeling of hope that a
miracle might occur to influence the ma-
jority of the people to allow his Govern-
merit to continue in office, but widespread
general public opinion prevails today that
this (Government is doomed and is un-
doubtedly on the way out.

The Premier: You have been moving
about in a very restricted circle.

Hon. A. RI. 0. HAWKE: I have covered
a von ' vwide circle, but whether one move%
in a restricted or a wide circle does not
mnatter much. It is not the length of dis-
tance one eovers that matters. Some fool-
ish person once said that travel broadens
the mind and some very wise person later
amended that in a way that I cannot de-
sc-r11 e at the momenit. Travel does not
necessarilyv broaden the mind. Everything
depends upon the type of mind possessed
by, the pei-Aon who travels. Some persons
could travel around the world ten times and
be no better informed than when they
started.

The Premier: There was nothing per-
sonal in that remark.

H~on. A. R. (1. HAWKE: Other persons
could travel from Perth to Pinjan-a and
hoqve their minds tremendously broadened-

The Premier: Yes, they have.
lion. A. R. V. HAWKE: -by that short

58-mile trip through exceedingly beautiful
country.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. A. R. G. HAWYKE: The Govern-

merit, by adopting this political trick, is,
in effect, speaking figuratively, sitting upon
menibers of the Opposition, and I do not
lknow of any moan, not even the Attorney
General, who appreciates being sat upon.
If one sits upon the savage man, he pro.
tests about it. He kicks, he struggles, lie
bites, and does anything else which he is
able to do to escape from that undesirable
and unfortunate position. The Govern-
ment wag very ill-advised by super-shrewd,
unpractical legal minds when it agreed to
orient this practice of making sittings of
Parliament this year a continuation of the
sittinins of last year. I am sure the more
practical minds of the common men in the
Oovernwpent were fearful that byv thus sit-
fun- unon members of the Opposition, and

other private members as well, the Govern-
ment would stir up those members to an
extent which would take up much more of
the time of Parliament in legitimate pro-
tests and attempts at the discussion of vital
subjects; much more time, five times more
time, than would have been taken up if
the (jovernmeat had adopted the sensible
and straightforward course of making this
a new session of Parliament for 1949 and
allowing members to choose whether they
would accept their undoubted right of par-
ticipating in the Address-ia-reply debate
if they so wished.

[Resolved: That motions be continued.]

MRt. MARSHALL (Murchison) [7.451; 1
do not propose to delay the House, but in
anticipatior of what the Premier may say in:
reply , I desire to make one or two observa-
tions. I think I have the very proud distinc-
tion of having sat in this House for a longer
period than any' other member. During that
period only on two previous occasions have
I experienced two sessions of Parliament de-
velo-iiug into one session by virtue of an'
adjournment. So the Premier could, in reply,
say that a precedent has occurred on mare
that one occasion. However, on those two
occasions a crisis existed during the periods
of hlose respective Parliaments. One was
during the financial emergency atmlosp~here
of .he Commonwealth and the other was
wvhen the Legislative Council refused to pass
the Supply Bill. Qn both those occasions
when those Parliaments adjourned, it
wa with the concurrence of the Opposition
who were informed of the situation by the
Governments of those periods, and we knew
full well that when we met again it would
be a continuance of a session which had been
temporarily adjourned. Therefore, it is of
little use the Premier, when replying, using
those occasions as a precedent for the action
of the present Government.

This question would not be before us if
it were not for the fact that a motion is,
usually moved towards the end of a session
to finalise the business of Parliament and
in which the Opposition always eoncnnr be-
cause of the circumstances that usually pre-
vail at that time. In consequence, the Pre-
mier must have known when he moved the
motion what his Government bad proposed
to do. If he did know, then he deceived this
House when he put forward his motion be-
cause he gave us no information as to the
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attitude wvhieh his Government proposed to
take when it was moved. If the Premier
was unaware of what his Government was
going to do, then it is quite obvious that
tactics have been adopted which are foreign
to the usual procedure followed by the re-
spective Governments down through the
ages, so far as I know. His Government
has acted in entire contradiction to the at-
titude of all Governments when moving to
suspend Standing Orders to expedite the
passage of legislation and motions at the
conclusion of a session. So one has to look
for the reason for the change in procedure.

I am more than surprised thft the Pre-
mier wvould concur in any decision given by
his Cabinet to adopt the procedure which
it has followed on this occasion. I could never
believe that a Premier of this tate could
do it, I could never believe it, unlessit wvere
brought home to me forcibly by facts, such
as, those confronting uts at present. I have
always recognised the Premier of this State
-1 have had no hesitation whatever in ex-

pressing my opinion to ontsiders-as a most
Conscientious man, one whose intentions
were always honourablep. I am afraid his
attitude with regard to what is happering
now must cause me to revise my olpinion.

Hon. A. H. Panton: rnfortunatcty, he has
got into had company.

Mr. -MARSHALL: I always regarded the
Premier asi strong enough to bold aloof from
the temptations of these ill-doers. We hear
a lot about the democratic way of life, and
I have heard some of the present Ministers
severely ridiculing the sattituide of another
Government in power in Australia for going
to the leng-th of gagging members, and pre-
venting. them fron* expressing views on be-
hatf of the people they represent in that
particular Parliament. What has this Gov-
ernment 'done? The very thing of which
they have complained so bitterly! I know
of no other section of this community, apart
from the communists, that would adopt a
like attitude. That which the Government
has adopted is typically a communist atti-
tude,

Hon. A. H. Panton:- That is right.

Mr. MARSHALL- They want to gain
a certain ohjective, and to attain a certain
goal they will stop at nothing.

Hon. F. J1. S. Wise: Any means to an
end. .

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so.

Mr. Hoar: Why worry about the Liberal
Party 7

Hion. A. R. G. Hawke: Or the camouflage
league.

Mlr. MARSHALL: Their object is to de-
stroy the Labour Party, and then the rest
is easy. Evidently they are in communii-
cation with the communists and know that
it will he easy once they can get rid of the
Labour Party.

IMr. Styauts: "Liquidate" is the word.

M1r. MARSHALL: Yes, and the res-t is
easy. There is no justification for the action
that the present Government hias taken.
There was nothing to prevent the session
from being, comumenced a month earlier. The
sessioni could have commenced in May or
even iii April.

lon. A. R. G. Hawke: Why pot the Ist
April!

Mr. MARSHALL: Thcre -was nothing to
prevent that course from being adopted.

The Minister for Housing: Of course
therevwas. The dining-room was not finished
then!

M1r, MAR SHALL: The Government could
have called Parliament together in April
aid followed the ordinary procedure. Evi-
.dently there was a motive. Why was the
opening of Parliament delayed?

Ron. F. J. S. Wise: What do you think
was the motive?

Mri. MIARSHTALL: Political expediency;
the necessity to save their political skins;
the fear of -facing uip to the situation cov-
fronting them! Abst of the offensive be-
haviour by the Government towards the
Oriposition has not been effected legis-
lativelyv. Mlost of its demeanours, which,
will be rightly shieeted home to MNinisters in
the near future, have been administrative.

Mr. Mlay: You moan Mlinisters. do not
need Parliament?

Mr. MARSHALL: They would dearly
like to be without one at the moment. The
position is that they are getting their direc-
tions from the capitalistic Press and are
following the lines of politicat expediency.

The Premier: I thought we -were in-
fluenced by the communists.

H1qn. F. J. K. Wise: It is much the same
in effect.
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Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know that
the communists are so very much opposed
to the capitalistic Press, although they have
a Press of their own. The capitalistic Press
here gave a lead to the Government as to
what it should do. Ministers were told that
they need not too hurriedly open the session
and, when they did so, there was no necessity
to introduce much legislation, however
necessary some might be.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Surely you do not
read the leading articles!

Mr. MARSHALL: The Government has
adopted tactics of political expediency. It
has done what it has in order to get away
from the criticismn that is due. It has filched
the rights of members of the Oppositon to
speak on behalf of the people they repre-
sent. Minfisters , vill close the session as soon
as possible, and then they will be able to
retain their portfolios until April, even
though it may be against the desire of the
people.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The House has
not yet carried the motion.

Mr. MARSHALL: The motion should
never have been placed before this House.
It would not have been placed before us
were it not the desire of the Government to
evade criticism. What I cannot understand
is the silence of those who supported 'the
Government on the score of democracy, when
they spoke from public platforms. The
Liberal flag was flown at every meeting.

Mr. Graham: The yellow flag!

Mr. MARSHALL: Not one of those
members has entered a protest against what
is going on. They have not protested against
being gagged.

Mr. Hill: Who is being gagged?

Mr. MARSHALL: The 'hon. member has
not protested against -his Government deny-
ing him the right to speak on the Address-
in-reply.

Mr. Hill: I have the right to speak it I
want to.

Mr. MARSHALL: Even if he were to
speak, we know what he would] say. There
is only one subject he would deal with-
the Albany harbour. We know what he
would deal with if he were to speak, and
we know what he would say aS the finish.

The Premier: At any rate, he has had
results.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: There'is a redon for
it al. Members on the Government side are
gagged without any difficulty. I cam sure of
this, that if they were to rise in their places
and address you, Air. Speaker, what they
would like to say would be to the disadvan-
tage of their own Government.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is so. The
Government, is straining their loyalty almost
to breaking point.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is the position.
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The member for

Mt. Marshall would love to get up and make
a speech.

Mr. MARSHALL: J1'his is the first time
in may political career that I have seen a
body of men desirous of playing a part a
a minority Government.

Mr. Reynolds: You are still learning.

Mr. MARSHALL: Ministers are only
anxious to get through the session early so
that Parliament will again be in recess. In
those circumstances, whether the Govern-
ment has a majority or not, Ministers can
still remain in office, irrespective of the
people's desires.

Eon. F. J. S. Wise: That is the scheme
all right.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: I protest as one W11o
believes in retaining the rights of private
members. We should not be deprived of the
opportunity to voice the desires of the
people we represent. I care not what the
Government may be, any atteirpt along
those lines, the effect of which will be to
restrict the opportunities of private mem-
bers, will be contrary to democratic prin-
cip'es. I know what is behind this move.
It is that the Government is afraid to face
up to the Opposition. The desire is to cover
up and no doubt the actions of the Govern-
nment will he glossed over by the capitalistic,
so-called free Press. I well remember the
history of bygone days when every section
of the Press was opposed to a certain
political party. When the struggle was at
its height, when there were no people who
seemed anxious to help and when that
party's reputation was besmirched-there
seemed no support apart from the party's
own organisation-they struggled on and
wvent to the people. They won the election
and annihilated all opposition. I foreoast
that fate for the present Government in the
near future.
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THE PREIUER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty-
Murray-Wellington-in reply) [8.0]: As
soon as circumstances allowed me, I moved
the motion standing in my name. The oh-
jeet was to restore to members as quickly as
possible the privileges which they have al-
ways enjoyed in this House. The Standing
Orders were suspended towards the end of
last year, which was the usual thing to do.
This motion is not being opposed, hut the
opportunity has been taken, in the main, to
object to the omission of an ,Address-in-
reply debate on the resumption of the ses-
sion. As has been pointed out, there is a
precedent for what has been done on this
occasion.

Mr. Graham: Ye, during a national
emergency.

The PREMIER: Since I have occupied a
seat in this House, I have noticed that pre-
cedents have been frequently quoted and
that we have acted according to precedent.
However, I would say of this debate, which
extended over most of the afternoon and
has continued for half-an-hour tonight, that
it amounts to nothing niore thari a storm in
a teacup.

Opposition, Members: Oh, oh!

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Why have not some
of your members spoken?-

The PREMIER: I did not ask one mem-
ber not to speak.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Someone did.

Mr. Hegney: Frank Downing did.

The PREMIER:,I am. not going-to apolo-
giso for the absence of an Address-in-reply
debate. I do not for one moment share the
view expressed by some members that their
chances of givingvent to their feelings have
been curtailed. Members have not been de-
prived of their, rights; in fact, I consider
that they have exercised their rights pretty
freely since this session commenced.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And we intend to.

The PREMIER: I have no quarrel with
the Leader of the Opposition on that score.

Mr. Graham: And you will get it in large
lumps, too.

The, PREMIER: And the bon. member
will get some of it back.

Hon. A. H. G. Hawke: What about our
democratic way of life?

The PREMIER: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, in his most helpful manner,
has read to the House the reasons I gave
for calling Parliament together earlier. I
still adhere to those reasons. We shall soon
be faced with the most imiptrtant Federal
elections that have ever been held. I take it
for granted that members of this House
will desire to take part in those elections,
and doubtless they will do so.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The House could
have adjourned for two weeks.

The PREMIER: I do not think members
would have been satisfied with that. There
is another reason, which has already been
quoted by the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion, thatmcmbero will go to the country on
this occasion after a re-arrangement of
electoral boundaries, and I think there is
some necessity for them to get to know the
new hounoaries.

.Mr. Grahim: We have had the last six
months in which to do that.

The PREMIER: The hon. member stated
that 99 per cent. of his electors objected to
the cutting out of the Address-in-reply. I am
perfectly certain that 99 per cent, of his
electors are not bothering their heads about
it.

The Minister for Lands: He was talking
through his neck!I

The PREMIER: For cutting out the
Address-in-reply, not one person has object-
cd to mue personally, bitt a number of people
have come to me and commended us, claim-
ing that this represents a saving of time in
parliamentary practice.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise, Do you believe thnt9
Mr. Heaney: Why did you cut it out?
The PREMIER: The hon. member has

been complaining of his loss of privileges,
hut he will have every opportunity to ex-
ercise his rightts. The Budget will be intro-
duced later, on which he wvill be able to
spread himself, and. no doubt he will do so.
Mind you, Mr. Speaker, I am niot encourag-
in him to do so.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He does not need
any encouragement.

The PREMIER: The ~leader of the
Opposition has also mentioned the oppor-
tunity that will be presented when the
Appropriatiou, Bill is brought down. The
Loan Estimates will be introduced in duo
course, and there againi members wvill have
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fhu opportunity to voice all the -wants and
requirements of.' their districts. Various
motions have been put on the notice paper,
and the Leader of the Opposition knows
that those motions would have been there
irrespective of whether there had been an
Address-in-reply debate. This is the last
session of Parliament before the elections,
and we know what the tactics of the Opposi-
lion are.

Mr. Marshall: You were banking on an
Address-in-reply debate at the 'end of the
previous Parliament,

The PL$EMIER: Let me remind members
that, unlike the practice in some other Par-
liaments, no time limit is imposed upon
members here. I am not certain that that is
desirable, but it is a fa&. Further, the gag
has not been applied.

M1r. Graham: Do you propose to use it9

The PREMIER: I have no intention of
telling the hon. member what I propose to
do. What I amn doing is reminding members
of what appertains in this House. Aleun-
hers have been given the fullest right to ex-
press their. views.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That has always
appertained here.

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Hegney: Then there is nothing new
about it.

The PREMIER: I cannot see any justi-
fication for the comrplaint about members
not having an opportunity to give expres-
sion to theif feelings. They are free to do
so in every possible direction. Let us take
the Address-in-reply, or my experience of
it.

The PREMIER: Let us look at it.

Mr. May: -Where is it?

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: -You have already
taken it.

The PREMIER: I have found, as the
Leader of the Opposition no doubt has
found; that often it has been difficult to get
members to speak on the Address-in-reply.
We have come here in the afternoon arid sat
again after tea, and a few minutes later
have gone home because no member was pre-
pared'to speak.

Mr. Reynolds: Not on this side of the
House.

The PREMIER: On both sides of the
House. The member for Forrest baa not
been here as long as, I have. What I hate
stated applies to members on both sides of
the House; it has been exceedingly difficult
to get members to proceed with the A-ddress-
in-reply debate. I have known Premiers to
send the Whips around with the intimation
that the Address-in-reply was going to peter
out that night.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Why not try to
abolish it in a straight-out and proper way?

The PREMIUER: That might not be a bad
suggestion and I may have a further talk with.
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition about
it. From my experience of the Address-in-
reply, members get up, one after another-

Mr. Marshall: They cannot get up before
one another, can theyq

Thie PREMAIER: The hon. member is too
clever! Some members speak ait great length
on the Address-in-reply, but what actual
goodl has come of it'? Do we ever get any
replies to the questions raised? I have
known Address-in-reply after Address-in-
reply when a Minister has never even replied'
to the debate, Personally, I do not recall
ever having received one line from a Minis-
ter after having-'brought forward matters
that I considered to be important, not a
line expressing his views or saying what
might be done.

Hon. A. H. Pauton:- Why, they dug up
all your country for drainage work!

The PREMIER: Not as a result of what
was said on the Address-in-reply.

Hlon. A. R. Q. ffawke: That is only an-,
other reason why you should have tackled
the problem in a straightout way, by allow-
ing the House to make the decision.

The PREM.NIER: I am trying to point
out-and I think I have succeeded-that
members have not lost anything by not ha~v-
in,, the Address-in-reply. It is not the inten-
tion of the Government even to try to stifle
discussion.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You had better
not.

Afr. Reynolds: There is a threat in that.
Th PREMIER: The member for North-

East Fremantle gave me something to think
about while he was speaking.

Mr. Marshall: He usually does when he is
on his feet.

U9
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The PREMI1ER: He suggested that this
motion, if passed, would prevent a motion
similar to that which is being rescinded
from being 'brought. up at the end of this
session, or that the House could not agree
to its being, moved again, flaring the tea
suspension I made some inquiries.

Ron. A%. R. 0. Hawke: In a most proper
place and under very favouarable conditions.

The PREMIER: Yes. I consulted "'May,"
14th edition, and if the hon. member will
turn to page 389 he will find, that his fears
are groundless.

Mir, Marshall: "May" applies only when
our own Standing Orders are silent. Read
Standing Order 180.

The PREMIER: I have. The Leader of
the Opposition also has read it and, as the
hon. memrber is joking, I do not intend to
read it again. I do not know that I need say

aymore. It is the intention of the House,
I can see, to agree to the motion, and I
can only conclude by saying that I am con-
vinced no injnstioe has been dohe to mem-
bers.

Question put and passed; the motj~on
agreed to.

BrILTUBERCULOSIS (COMMON-
WEALTH AND STATE

ARRANGEMENT).

Third ReoaZing.

THE MINISTER rou HEALTH (Hon.
A. V. li. Abbott-North. Perth) [8.12] ia
moving the third reading said: The member
for Leederville asked me to obtain informa-
tion as to the increase in State expenditure
this ryear and as to the additional teeeipts;
which we would obtain from the Common-
wesilth. The figures supplied to me have not
yet been accurately arrived at, but I under-
stand the amount is £2,000. I also inquired
whether many chest cases had been admitted
to the intermediate ward of the Royal Perth
Hospital, which is the only ward in a pub-
lie hospital where a charge is made in con-
nection with eases of tuberculosis. I under-
stand there may have been two or three
such caL9es. I mov-

That the Bill be now read a tbird time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to

the Council.

BILL--LARD SALES CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Introduced by 'Mr. Reynolds and read a
first time.

MOTION-STATE ASSETS.

As to Utilisation of Credit Balance.

MR. MAR SHALL (Murchison) [8.15]: 1
move-

That in the' opinion of this Rouse the Gov-
ernment should submit annually, along with the
Budget, a balance sheet showing fully the value
of all assets as well as the liabilities of the
State, in order that Parliament might better
understand the solvency, or- otherwi.e, of the
State with the view of uising the credit balance
(if any ) as security for the State Rural and
industries Bank, which should make available
fiancial accommodation to the State Govern-
ment at cost for all Governmental purposes.
This would avoid in future all borrowing
through medium of the Loan Council from in-
stitutions or individuals as a debt against the
the State, which policy has alwnys been re-
spionsible for the increase of the Interest Bill,
Which in tura haRs meant increased taxation to
'cover such debt.

The matter Of a &iseat policy for Australia,
and for this State, has become almost a
hardy annual - ith me. I have no doubt
that I shall, to a degree, labour the matter
and this may prove irksome to some of the
older members who have beard me on the
same subject before, when I tried to the
best of my ability to bring about some
change in the fiscal policy of both the Corn.
monwenlth and the States. I think mem-
bers would arrive at the sain, conclusion
as I have if they would give a little con-
sideration to daily occurrences which would
bring forcibly hom 'e to them that most of
our economic and social evils result from
an obsolete monetary system.

In passing, may I say that it seems to
be a practice of the capitalistic, Press and
of professors to endeavour at all times, when
this matter is under review by them, to make
it appear as complicated, difficult and intri-
cate as it is humanly possible for them to
make it. Really, the matter is more or less
simple, so simple that its simplicity is al-
most unbelievable unless one gives some con-
sideration to it. On the last occasion when
I spoke on a similar subject I was on my
feet for close on one and a half hours, but
not a solitary line of what I said appeared
in the capitalistic Press. Obviously, what
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I was advocating was contrary to the policy
of the Press. Of course, Mr. Speaker, as
you know, the Press is free. We all know
that.

Hon. A. H1. Panton: Free for what?

Mr. MARSHALL: Free only to ensure
that nothing gets publicity through its
medium other than that which conforms to
the policy initiated and endorsed by vested
interests. Any person who attacks the in-
terests which the Press represents and which
are beneficial and profitable to it will not
get publicity in its columns. I raise the
point merely to show that there must be
something sound and logical in my a Irgu-
ment, because otherwise the Press would
have had no hesitition in letting the public
know the facts. I remember that on one
occasion, wvhen I was in conflict with Sir
Hal Colebatch, we resorted to the capitalis-
tic Press to voice our views on the banking
system of Australia.

The Press permitted Sir Hal Colebatch
to reply to my challenge to debate the mat-
ter on a public platform and make com-
ments upon wvhat he termed "debasing the
currency," but when I replied I was in-
formed that my reply was a little late,
and therefore out of step with the policy of
the paper. In my reply I stressed the
amount of the national debt and the in-
terest burden that was upon it and ftca
effects upon the community at large, to-
gether with the power which that gave to
those to whom we were indebt ed, institutions
and governments alike. I appealed to the
editor of this capitalistic Press from that
point of view to publish my reply so that
the people might begin to understand the
situation, buat I did not even have the cour-
tesy of a reply to that request. I would
not persevere with this advocacy if it
were not for the fact that I know all re-
forms have taken years to accomplish and
this one wvill take longer to achieve than
any reform.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The member for
Beverley succeeded pretty quickly with his
reform.I

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. He may be a
miracle performer. I cannot boast of be,
ing possessed of such capacity. I am re.
minded by my attitude upon this subject of
King Bruce of Scotland who watched the
snider nersevere and continued to perse-
vere until'he succeeded.

Eon. A. H. Penton: So that was who
made the cobwebs, was it?

Mv. MARSHALL: That is the fellow.
And then the publicity officer of the Liberal
Pasty got hold of it. But I think that
what will happen at the next election is
that they will put a tarpaulin over him for
all the advancement and progress the
Liberal Party has made with the same ad-
ministrative factors.

The Premier: Are you not getting away
from the motion? .

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, I am.
The Premier: I am trying to follow you.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am pleased the-
Premier has noticed it, and he -can blame
his colleagues for interjecting. There are
many conscientious and intellectual people,
and all of them are not outside the Parlia-
ment Houses of Australia, who really he-
lieve that a Government controls the flow
of money which we find percolating in and
out of banking institutions, into business
houses, and into and out of the pockets of
the people. I should say that most people
believe the Government controls that flow
of money; and in order to show what can
be done by this Rural Bank, I think it is
obligatory upon me to make some reference
to banking practices to prove conclusively
that that is not the case.

It is true that the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment, under the Constitution, has full
power and authority over currency issues
and should have-and I think it might be
interpreted as being in the Constitution-
control of credit issues; but there can be
no doubt that it has complete control over
the currency which is legal tender money.
I propose to show that that particular por-
tion of the money in circulation throughout
ar~y given period within the four points of
Australia and this State in particular is
only a very infinitesimal portion of the
volume of money that is constantly in cir-
culation.

As a matter of fact, authorities upon
this Subject all agree*-anyhotv, none hap
ever denied it-that legal tender money is
little more than what could be termed the
petty cash account of the nation. The great
volume of money that goes into the pockets
of the people and percolates back to the
banks is bank-created credit. Credit insti-
tuted by the banks forms 99 per cent, of
the volume of money that is constantly in
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*circulation. These banks are well aware of
the fact, because it has been proved over a
period of many years that so long as they
hold a given amount of legal tender money
in their tills they are safe in issuing credit
to the extent of ten to one. Banking prac-
tices over many years have shown that to
be a very safe margin. That is-to say that
for every pound they hold in the banks in
legal tender money they can issue £1000
worth of credit and be quite safe.

Mr. Heg-ney: They do it, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, they-are doing it
all the time. That credit issued forms 99
per cent, of the money in circulation
throughout this country, and what applies
in Australia and in 'this State applies uni-
versally because banking is an international
institution. It will be found that what
-applies in any one country applies in an-
,other. So it is not to be considered that
this obtains in Australia and not in any
other country because today the Central
Reserve Bank, born of America, controls

-the price levels of every country and can
fluctuate them in accordance with its de-
sires. It can impoverish almost any coun-
try if it so wishes.

I do not want to drift on to that argu-
merit at all. I want to shw the Treasurer
and the members of this Parliament that
we have *a splendid opportunity at oue~door
and if we fail to take it we shall ieserve
the greatest wrath the people of this State
can bestow upon us. To permit private in-
stitutipais to make credit issues at will is
very dangerous indeed because upon the
banking institutions depends the quantity
of money that will be constantly moving;
and if they have the sole right and juris-
diction to issue credits they can bring ahout
booms and depressions alternately, at will.
I do not think the banking institutions Jhave
that in mind, but we do know that the Aus-
tralian banking institutions are merely the
Australian end of the international bank-
ing factor, and moat of the activities ulti-
mately emanate from the hub' of the
world's finatial institutions and that isin
Wall Street, America.

I might say in passing, so that the
Treasnrer ean get a grip of this situation,
that when they issue credits these banks do
nothing more than give a lien on future
production. If an individual goes to a finan-
cial institution as Governments do, and it

decides to underwrite a loan or give fian-
cial accommodation to the individual, it be-
comes interested in the manner of the dis-
posal of that advance., Having made in-
quiries and become assured that the busi-
ness concerned will be sufficient to warrant
the interest payment on the debt and the
ultimate return of the capita!, the borrower
is likely to succeed.

The point I want to make is that when
the financial institution issues that credit,
it bocomes a lien upon future production,
and all production belongs to the commun-
ity. The whole community by its effort and
exertion produces from year to year the real
wealth. These banks issue credit as a lien
against that production because, if the pro-
duction is not there, there is n10 possibility
of the banks getting the capital back and
interest on it. These credit issu.4 must be-
come a lien against production because it is
only by monetising the real wealth produced
over a given period that we get the basis
upon which each individual is to receive his
share of the money, and that in turn is put
into circulation by taxes and goods, thus
keeping industry stable, If it is thle effort
of the people that makes the credit practic-
able then, as it belongs to the community,
only the community itself should have the
sole jurisdiction as to who shall and who
shall not issue credit.

Where a11 Governments bave fallen down,
has been in not using the Commonwealth
Bunk. Instead of this Government using
the State bank for all the credit issues it
requires, it goes to the Loan Cohndcil and
begs for money. What it 'begs for are credit
issues. These institutions are permitted to
underwrite loans by putting figurer, in a
ledger. By so doing they subscribe the loan.
Then they create a debt against the Gov-
ernment. That act should be performed with
the nation's bank which should control the
zntion's credit issues and make them avail-
able to Governments debt-free. The Rural
Bank could do that for Western Australia
if this State Government were courageous
enough to attempt it.

The Premier: Yoh would have to go to
the Loan Council to get money for the Rural
Bank.

Mr. MARSHALL: No. The hank be-
longs to the people of this country, and it
Pan do all that a private bank does, andi a
little more. I tell the Treasurer that there



[22 JuNm; 1949.] 145

are only two solvent banks in Australia that
I know of. One is the Commonwealth Bank.
That is unchallengeable because that bank
has the power over the note issue and the
legal tender issues. A point that I want the
Treasurer to clear up for me is whether our
State bank has a like authority. The Com-
monwealth Bank is the only solvent bank in
Australia. It is the only one that can stand
up to a run, no matter how great, upon its
reserve9. If all the people went tomorrow,
all at the one time, to any bank but the Core-
monweaith Bank to withdraw the money
they had deposited in it, it would close its
doors and call on the Commonwealth Bank
to save the situation.

The Premier: To do what you want us to
do with regard to the Rural Bank would
necessitate our going outside the financial
agreement.

Mr. MARSHALL: No. The financial
agreement provides that we shall not bor-
row; that we shall not go on the market, as
it is called, which makes one burst into
laughter.

The Premier: Without the permission of
the Loan Council.

The Attorney General: You are not al-
lowed to borrow from the Commonwealth
Bank.

Mr. MARSHALL: Here is the intellec-
tual coming in! If the Attorney General
will be peaceful for a little while, he will
not delay me in concluding my address, and
I will show him connlusively what the Rural
Bank can do.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You are making the
'Minister for Lands sit up and take notice.

IMr. MARSHALL: The power the banks
have in controlling credit issues means that
such banks can say what industries shall
survive and what industries shall stagnate;
what Governments shall prevail and what
Governments shall not prevail, because there
was once a wise man who said, "Govern-
ment is finance arid finance is government."
No truer words on the subject were ever
spoken. That, anyhow, is the experience of
those members who have beep M1inisters of
the Crown, or who have been a long time
in this Chamber. Apart from that point, let
us look back' and observe all our State-
owned utilities, public buildings and other
national works. With very few exceptions
they have all been starved for years because
'we had no money.

Take our school buildings, and the pub-
lie buildings we have in the outer parts of
the State! They are all dilapidated, but in
the years gone by we bad no money to keep
them up to the modern idea, and we have
not had sufficient money to build all the
hospitals and schools we required. The cry
before the war was that there was no money.
Take our reticulation systems on the Gold-
fields! Could we find a more disgraceful ex-
hibition of the shortAge of capital? I ven-
ture to say, in passing, that the Cue reticu-
lation system has so m"any wooden plugs in
it that there is mare wood than iron in the
pipes r-uning from the conservation tanks
to the town. But we have had no money.
The point I wish to make here is that every
industry, like every Government, is at the
mercy of these people to whom we are in
debt. They can tell Governments, as they
have done, exactly what their policy will be.
If the Goverhment denries obedience, what
happens? Exactly what occurred in 1930!

Surely there is not one member of this
Chamber who is sodull intellectually and so
short of memory that he cannot remember
what happened in 1930. In 1929 the Com-
monwealth of Australia, including this
State had more real wealth lying up in its
storehouses than in any other period of its
history. That year we had a record wheat
production of 53/100,000 bushels in this
State, ba't factories were closed down be-
cause there was no sale for the goods they
manufactured, dairymen poured milk down
the drains because no one could buy it-all
this while we were rolling in real wealth.
Our wealth was overflowing, but they called
it over-produqtion. They did not calk it
under-consumption when the unfortunate
pple had not sufficient money to buy ur-
gently required goods. The international
Shylock has no country. Yankee, Sap, Jew
or Gentile, it is all the same to the inter-
national Jew. In 1030 we were told we wero
living beyond our means and that our
standard of living wni too high.

. We were told we should bring about
Budget equilibrium. All this wvas instituted
by Sir Otto Niemeyer and Mr. Guggen-
heim, who took the name of Professor
Gr-egory in order to make it sound Eng-
lish. They came to Australia afid formulated
the Premiers' Plan. How cunningly they got
away with it! Instead of its being put to
the people as Sir Otto Niemeyer's plan, it
Uvas put forward as the plan of the Govern-
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meat, yet the Government had nothing to
do with it. The plan was put forward by
Professor Copeland, who has been rewarded
by Governments ever since for his nefarious
practices. He is the agent of the private
banks. He writes articles for them advocat-
ing the retention of the orthodox banking
which has brought so ninny curses upon
Au.stralia and other parts of the world.

Although this country was never wealthier
than at that time, the Premiers' Plan was
formulated by the internaflonal Jews. They
forced our Governments, both Common-
wealth and State, into obedience and re-
duced the purchasing power of the people
by about 22 per cent. Surely even a pro-
fessor of economies would know that the
less money -the people have the less they
are able to buy of produced goods, and that
to that extent industry must stagnate. That
was the picture, with the result that 400,000
Australians were registered as being un-
employed, their wives and children depend-
ing on State doles. This in a country that
had never in its history been possessed of
more real wealth than it had at that time!
We still have alleged statesmen and poli-
ticians subscribing to the perpetuation of
that system.

.1r. Graham: That is the Liberal policy.

31r. MARSHALL: It seems to be the
policy no matter what the political colour
of the Government in power. Now the
glorious deeds and heroic performances of
the American soldiers a few years ago are
forgotten. In that country there are 3 /
million unemployed and it is expected that
by the end of July there will be 6,000,000
out of work and 8,000,000 by the en of
1950, simply because the banks have called
in overdrafts and have refused to issue loans,
thus shrinking the purchasing power of the
people to the extent that industry is stag-
nating. That is what happened in Australia
in 1930.

The Premier: With what benefit to the
banks?

.1r. MARSHALL: During that period
their interest was paid and they raked in
millions. Look at the power it gave them!
Who should rule this State-the Treasurer
and his Government, o? outside institutions'i
Who should tell the Treasurer what money
is to be in circulation in the State? Does
the Premier propose to govern the State

or would he suggest that banking institu-
lions have the right to dictate what our
standards shall be? Surely .the Government
should be able to giv erect to the wishes
of the people. I am convinced that the
banking institutions would make credit
issues debt-free today, if we wanted that, be-
cause of the power they are able to hold
over the industrial, economic and political
life of the country when we are indebted
to them.

When we owe them money we have no
freedom of action. When the boom took
place in New Zealand some yea-s ago the
Premier of that Dominion wenit to England
to convert a loan of about £9,000,000. Sir
Montague Norman told him, "Your standards
in New Zealand are too high. Go back and
reduce them, and then we will attend to
your request for further financial accom-
modation," If the Treasurer's ideas are to
prevail we can never become a really free and
independent people. He seems alwvays to
be subject to the dictation of those to whom
we are indebted.

The Attorney General: That is the Com-
monwvealth Bank, and Mr. Chifley.

Mr. Reynolds: Why doesn't the Attorney
General study these problems?

The Attorney General: I do.
'Mr. MARSHALL: Do not make yourself

a bigger fool sitting down than you are when
standing up! One *of the terms and con-
ditions dictated in 1930 was that we had to
brin g about Budget equilibrium. No in-
-dustrialised nation can survive for long un-
less it receives consistently infusions of new
capital. Governments must obtain loans
and spend the money. New factories must
start off with capital expenditure. It is
now a well-known fact that industry never
pays out as much in wages, salaries and
dividends, as will purchase for consumption
all the goods it produces. We mnust there-
fore constantly bring in fresh money. That
was the difficulty faced in 1930 and at the.-
dictation of the financial. interests Govern-
ments set about attaining Budget equilib-
rium. 'No better Western Australian than
the Premier who introduced the Financial
Emergency Bill ever lived, but be was
obliged to try to -bring about Budget equi-
librium.

As soon
duced and
credits, the

as loan moneys were re-
the banks refused to issue

industry of the State collapsed
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and unemployment became rampant. Our
deficit was the highest on record.
The taxation field had gone. The Premier
could not ta~x many and, because he did
not have any taxation field, he could not get
any loan moneys to expend. We have to
keep infusing new money in order that in-
dustry may survive, and that was our ex-
perience in 1930. We had no chance of.
getting Budget equilibrium until we could
get a fresh infusion of money 'by way of
borrowings, which added further to our
debt. These facts ore undeniable, and they
are there for any member to look at if he
so desires.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: What does the mem-
ber for Sussex think of that?

Mr. Reynolds: He doesn't think at all;
that is his failing.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It would be interest-
ing to hear him on that point.

Mr. MARSHALL: In case there is any
doubt about the theory which I am advanc-
ing, I propose to quote from a book written
hy a monetary refor 'mer named Butler, end
it is entitled "The Enemy Within the
Empire."

Mr. Reynolds: A nasty, insidious one,
too.

Mr. MARSHALL: I would like every
member of this Chamber to read it, not be-
cause of the convictions held and insinuated
in the pamphlet by the writer, hut because
of the 'extracts which are taken from
epistles which are authoritative records and
which can be checked. I have quoted this
befere, and I trust I will not weary members
with either this quotation or others I intend
to make. The books from which I have
taken them are available in our own library
and those that are not available there can
be found in the Public Library. So that
members will sel! where we are and because
it seems to be the right of private institu-
tions to bate neither God nor country nor
soul and to take control of the credit
issue of a 'pation and thereby its whole func-
tions, we will see what the late Reginald
McKenna bad to say about the matter.

Mr. Reynolds: He was an authority, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: This man was Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer of England for
years and he was chairman of the board of
directors of the Midland Bank of London.
He put -up a moat heroic fight against

Montagu Norman after the first World War
in order to hold London as the hub of the
world's finance. However, Montagu Norman
and America were too strong, beeauaeEng-
land was indebted to America at that time.
They won the day, and the Jews finished up
in Wall-street, New York. This is what
Reginald McKenna had to say in addressing
a meeting of shareholders--

I am afraid the ordinary citizen will not
like to be told that the banks can, and do,
create money. The amnount of mioney-in exist-
euce varies only with the action of the banks
in inecasinig and dec~asing deposits and bank
purchases. Every loan, overdraft or bank pur-
chase creates a deposit, and every repayment
of a loan, overdraft or bank sale destroys a
deposit, And they who control the credit of a
nation direct the policy of Governments, and
hold in the hollow of their hands the destiny
of the people.

Surely, without any theory of mine, mem-
bers will at least give some credit to the
late Reginald McKenna as being an auth-.
ority upon banking and its practices.

Mr. Reynolds: Where is Andy Clemcntson
nowI

Mr. MAkR$HALL: Some people, and I
ain sorry to say far *too many and some
ai'eged statesmen, and again I am sorry to
say far too mnany, and politiciavns likevise,
will never believe Lhat a bank does other
than take hold of its depositors' money and
lend out that money when it makes a loan.
That is the theory that people really beliete
to be the truth, anti I have had arguments
with bankers about it, as well am ledger.
keepers, ;vho for many years did nothing but
pit figures in a ledger against individual
clients' names.

Mr. Hegney: They would not know any-
thing about the principle of banking.

Mr. MARSHALL: Thousands of people,
all too few, Would believe that banks create
money every time they make a loan or pro-
vide financial accommodation, Of course, it
would be obvious to anyone who would stop
and think. When the last war broke out,
there was fifty-five millions legal tender of
money in Australia. That was the maximum.
The first loan that the late John Curtin
floated in Australia was for £100,000,000.
'Who performed the miracle? Who found
one hundred millions of money for the late
John Curtin, as Prime Minister of Aus-
tralia, and yet still left fifty-five million in
circulation in this country I

125
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Hon. A. 11. Panton: Don't look at me; I
didn't (d0 it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member
could not

lion. A. H. Punten: I would not even
try.

Mr. MARSHALL: I want members to
bear with me because I do not want to quote
a great number of books, as I have quoted
these authorities before.

Mr. Reynolds: Do it again and again.

Mr. MARSHALL: A I want members to
understand that the books are available and
the extracts can be checkedl. I propose
to quote from "Hansard," but the originals
Parn he found in our own library or in the
Public library. Let us see what somec other
authorities have to say on the self-same
question of banks. In "Hansard" of 1939,
vol. 1, p. 114-I seem to be constantly re-
ferring to these authorities--

Mr. Reynolds: Ul~timately, you Will

.Conquer.
Mr. MARSHALL: I want to quote Mr.

H. D. McLeod, from his book, "The Theory
and Praetice of Banking." This is an ex-
tract from that hook-

The essential and distinctive feature of a
biank and a banker is to create and issue credit
payable on demand, nod this credit is intended
to he put into circulation and serve all the
purposes of money. A hank, therefore, is not
an office for the borrowing and lending of
money: but it is a mnanufactory of credit. In
the language of banking, a deposit and an
issue are the same thing.
These gentlemen whose remarks I quote are
not socialists or communists; they are Eng-
lish economists, and wrote many books upon
this very subject, and most of them were
orthodox. But they lot the cat out of the
baL when they made these statements. It is
only then that we can get a true picture
of wvhat banks do an( do not do. Then we
have Davenport, who wag another econo-
mist. In his book, "Economies of Enter-
prise," he has this to say-

Bank, do not lend their deposits but, by
expansion of credits, create deposits.

We all know that is true, because every
time a bank makes an overdraft, cheques
are issued against the figures in the ledger.
Those ceques, are drafted into the hands
of contractors, and they make deposits in
the banks with which they trade. It is quite
easy to follow it and it is done all the time.
The Same applies to the Treasurer wben he

borrows. The figures are put in the ledger
for him and he issues cheques to such
people as civil servants, tradesmen or any-
one else. They take the cheques along to
their banks and create a deposit. So every
issue creates a deposit and every repayment
destroys one. Keynes is a well known auth-
ority on this subject and he said, "There
can be no doubt that all deposits are created
by the banks." That is natural, too. Even
if I deposit legal tender, it originally would
come from the hank by way of loan or over-
draft to somebody. Mr. H. G. Hawtrey, as-
sistant secretary to the British Treasury, in
his "Trade Depression and the Way Out,"
says, "When a bank lends, it creates money
out of nothing," That is true. The banks
put figures in the ledger.

The Attorney General: How ol& are
those authorities?

Mr. MARSHALL: Those authorities are
all there, and I do not suppose the Attorney
General will be egostistical enough to try
to pit his knowledge against theirs.

The Attorney General: No, I do not, but
I have read Some more modern authorities.

Mr. MARSHALL: What does the At-
torney General suggest? Does he suggest
that there has been ai change somewhere in
the banking system since the time of these
authorities? What a tragedy we see in a
gentleman such as the Attorney General try-
ing to be a potential Minister? Is it any
wonder we are struggling along the road
from one crisis to another?

The Attorney General: Do you not think
that the Commonwealth Rank has advances
on hands

.Mr. MARSHALL: The bon. gentleman
knows as much about banking as a pig
knows about paradise.

_Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MARSHALL: What a private bank
can do the State Rural Bank can do, and
more. Behind the Rural Bank are the whole
of the assets and resources of this State.
Those are its guarantee. One can drift away
from the original premises upon which the
bank was created, because I will quote-

The Premnier: What do you mean by all
assets? Do you mean private and public?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, of course; all is
an asset to this State

Mr. Leslie: What would the railways be
worth fl art asete?
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Mr. MARSHALL: I believe the membei
for Mount Marshall is an aspirant for Fed-
eral honours and he would be well advised
to display a little more intelligence when
he enters the Commonwealth Parliament
than he displays here, because the rail-
ways of Western Australia show a huge
profit and if owned by private industry
would distribute a profit of £1,060,000. But
we have to pay that amount in interest be-
cause of a stupid, obsolete monetary sys,
ternt which I am now trying to correct. Sol
let the hon. member display a little more.
intelligence when he departs from here and!
do not east any reflection upon us.

Mr. Leslie: You have been reading my
speeches in "Hansard"; I used those,
words years ago. You have not answered,
my question.

Mr. MARSH4,LL: I look upon this sub-
ject as far too important to be laughed at
because of the misery and degradation that
this confounded banking system has ima-
posed upon this glorious land of ours. It
does not become members of Parliament to
make a joke out of it. It is time they gave
serious consideration to this question in-
stead of entering this Chamber decrying
the Treasurer and Minister for Railways
because they cannot g;ve them this, that
or the other for their districts when they
have no money to meet their requests. They
are always juggling with the shadow and
allowing the substance to drop. I will quote
again from a book which, of course, is not
very acceptable to members opposite and I
do not think some of our menihrs either
have very much love for the writer of it.
However, .1 am not going to quote him but
I will take from his book two extracts of a
speech made by a gentleman named Sir
]3enthison Miller when appointed Governor
of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia
when it first came into being.

Mr. Reynolds: One of the greatelt sons
of Australia ever produced.

Mr. MARSHALL: The remarks of Sir
Dennison Miller regarding the Common-
wealth flank apply also to the State Rural
flank. The extract reads as follows:-

On January 20, 1918, the general banking
business was commenced in all State capitals,
and in his opening speech delivered at the head
office. Stanway Rouse, King Street, Sydney,
Afr. Miller defined the policy of the bank in a
speech that should beP 'ome historic-indicating
the true function and stability of a national
bank ip these words:

''The batik is being started without capital,
as none is required at the present time, but
it is backed by the entire wealth and credit
of the whole of the Commonwealth of Aus-

The State Rural Bank is in the self-same
position. It was started without any capital,
which it does not need because it has the
backing of the whole of the wealth and
assets of Western Australia. Again, in an-
other speech made in London, Sir Dennison
,Miller had this to say-on page 131 of this
book by Lang entitled, "Why I fight." -

In another statement in London, Sir Denison
Miller declared: "'The Bank is in an unique
position in having the whole of the Common-
wenllih of Australia at its back. It has no
capital, nor has it required any, as the people
themselves and their country are its security.''

Mr. Bovell: It had a number of savings
bank* deposits amounting to millionsi of
pounds which were the savings of the
people.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is an es-banker
talkmng- and I generally scorn bankers be-
cause I have talked to them only too fre-
quently about this matter. They did not
even show the same intelligence as a parrot
because if you say something often enough
to a parrot it will repeat what you have
said, but these people will never under-
stand this subject. Our position is, of
course, that lxe have to go to the Loan
Council and, after all, no State Government
is in a position to gbtain sufficient capital
for all,' its financial requirements. It de-
pends entirely upon the Loan Council for
its finances and I well remember the Treas-
urers of Western Australia going over to
it from time to time-and I believe this
Treasurer has gone over on several occa-
sions as well-wvitb a loan programme of
works which have been most urgent and
necessary. What has happened?9 Each
time that the Premiers go with their sched-
ule ofi works and amounts involved which
would be necessary to give effect to them,
the Loan Council decides that they shall be
cut down. Although we require millions
of money to bring our buildings up to a
reasonable standard; although we want hos-
pitals and schools everywhere.-

Eon. F. J1. S. Wise: The Premier has all
the money he requires.

Mr. MARSHALL: If the Premier would
only lend the money he has it would be a
great asset to .us, All these requirements
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are urgently needed but notwithstanding
the deplorable standard of most of our
State assets we are still being refused the
amounts required for new works by the
Loan Council1.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: Not nowadays. The
Premier has more money than he can spend.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: I wish I had; I would
not be delaying the House tonight.

lon. F. J. S. Wise: No materials!
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: No labour!

3ir. MARSHALL: That constitutes a new
feature in our economic life-no materials;
no labour. We can overlook the facts re-
garding- financial accommodation for the
time being. I know that what started in

mriain 1929 reached us in 1930, and
I know that the repercussions of what is
happening in America today will be felt
here within two or three years.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: A depressioa9

.1ir. MARSHALL: Yes. I trust that we
will then have members paying me the com-
pliment and extending the courtesy of ad-
mitting- that I had a little more foresight
thon they possess today.

Hlon. A. R. G. Hawke; You can trace
the shortage of labour and materials back
to the hankin ' policy during the depression
in the thirties.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: Most of our present-
day troubles have developed on account of
the shortage of money. I propose to place
another quotation before members. We have
been going back to the Loan Council for
aecommodation over the years and the
article from which I shall quote deals with
the position. It appeared in a small paper
published in §ydney. It struck me as being
particularly exact in its references to what
actually happened. I suggest to the Trea-
surer that be enlist the services of the
authority whose words I propose to quote,
in dealing with a point I raised when speak-
inz on this subject some time ago. I go so
far as to suggest that, in my judgment, the
bank could make available to the Treasurer
all the financial accommodation he wants,
interest free. If be does not do that, he
will lose the opportunity, and the State will
suffer in consequence.

Here we have a huge interest debt on a
State comprising just under 1,000,000 square
miles, and on that indebtedness we pay
£4,000,000 a year in interest. If he should

adopt the suggestion I advance, he could
wipe off that debt and he -could use the
money thus saved for developmental pur-
poses, for bringing up to date public trans-
port and public buildings, and for provid-
ing the schools and hospitals so urgently
needed in various parts of the State. As
it is, he has to go to the international Jew
with the interest on the State's indebtedness,
and he has to go cap in hand to the meetingr
of Premiers who constitute the Loan Con-.
vil, from whom he has to borrow more
money. That means he will have to add
another f£500,000 to the interest bill next
year. That sort of thing has been going
(on down the years and is likely to continue
in the future unless there is some radical
change. The individual whose words I shall
quote is a constitutional lawyer and I would
like the Treasurer to get his opinion with
regard to Section 115 of the Commonwealth
Constitution.

I do not think it was ever intended that
the Commonwealth should have jurisdiction
over the States with regard to banking, but
at first glance Section 115 would appear to
give the Commonwealth that particular
power. If that were the position, it would
be contrary to the spirit of the act of
federation. It is a point that should be
cleared up. I think the ob~ject bcf that
provision was to ensure that no State
did anything that would have the effect of
not keeping in existence a uniform monetary
system throughout Australia.

Mr. Bovell: Then you agree with the
High Court decision on the banking easel

Mfr. MARSHALL: T am not talking about
the nationalisation of banking.-

Mr. Reynolds: At any rate, be would not
understand it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The quotation I shall
make from the remarks of the man I refer
to, represents the views of one I regard as
ranking among the highest - constitutional
writers of the day. In the course of a lec-
ture before the Junior Chamber of Com-
merce in Sydney he had this to say-

Mr. Hegney: Who was the man?
Air. MARSHALL: Dr. Louat. In the

course of his remarks he said:
The Federal Treasury had fastened a

stranglehold on the States by a legal fraud on
Federation . . . The fraud began in 1928,
when the Cnnmmonowenlth abolished the system
that gave the States a guaranteed share of
Federal money based on population.
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Next move was the Financial Agreement,
which stripped the States of their right to bor-
row. Power to control borrowing passed to the
Loan Council, a creature of the Commonwealth,
dominated by the Federal Treasurer.

''The final step was the so-called uniform
tax in 1942, '' Dr. Louat added. '' This stripped
the States of effective power to raise their
own revenues, and left them dependent on dis-
cretionary hand-outs from Canberra. The Com-
monwealth has carried out each of these moves
with shrewd legal advice, so that today the
Sthtcs have no right at all to complain to the
High Court. Yet the Commonwealth has under-
mined the whole position. The Commonwealth
is not obliged to give these annual hand-outs
to the States, and can fix them at its own
figure. Money is power, and this means all
power is getting into the hands of Canberra
in spite of everything the Constitution says to
the contrary. The States no longer control
their own policies.''

Dr. Lomat said that although more hospitals,
better schools and new roads were a State res-
ponsibilityv, every year the State Premiers had
to line up in Canberra, ''lie a queue of beg-
gar,'' to get money for these needs.

That is true. That is the sort of authority
with whom the Premier should confer with
regard to the effect of Section 115 of the
Constitution, to ascertain whether it is not
possible for the State Rural Bank to create
its own monetary unit in conformity with
that provision.

There is one other point I wish to -deal
with. Immediately any individual, writer or
speaker, suggests debt-free money, a squeal
goes up from the professors and alleged
statesmen who yell-"jInfiation !" It is the
first thing that crosses their mind. It is
a remarkable attitude, having regard to all
the circumstances and factors that govern
banking today. Every time they squeal "in-
flation," they use the argument that the
person who advocates banking reform and
the issuing of debt-free credit wants to print
millions of notes. They say he wants to
get the printing machines~going. By that
attitude they set up their own Aunt Sally
and then proceed to knock it down. No-one
advocates the printing of millions of notes.
What I have advocated is that instead of
credits being borrowed from private insti-
tutions, whatever the Governmnent requires
should be made available, from the Common-
wealth Bank or the State Rural Bank, with-
out any charge attached to it.

I have never advocated the printing of
millions of notes and no other advocate of
bankinLr reform that I know of has done so.

If the Treasurer of this State should re-
quire financial accommodation to the ex-
tent At £4,000,000, he goes on the market,
gets the money and spends it in the course
of a year. The effect of that is to increase
the purchasing power of the people to the
extent of that amount, and he pays interest
on it, the rate of which is now about 4 per
cent. Although we merely increase the
purchasing power to the amount of
£4,000,000, so long as interest is tacked on
to it, it is not inflation, but if the same
amount is issued by the Commonwealth
Banok debt free, then they squeal "infl-
tion." How can that he inflation any more
than the same amount bearing interest
payments?9 The idea is to frighten the
people.

Inflation means a terrific increase in the
price of goods and the cost of living and
we kannot have that, but so long as we are
liable for a colossal interest burden, there
is no squeal about inflation. That attitude
is a most remarkable one. What I have ad-
vocated all along is that there should be
managed currency as we have had for 30
,odd years and that it should be equated
with the production of real wealth where
and when required. This should he no more
than sufficient to purchase it and no less,
and thereby we would have the equation.
That is the soundest system that any Gov-
eminent could adopt.

Let me now quote from another authority,
whi should appeal to the member for
Brown HillIvanhoe, who has a great regard
for this writer. It is an extract from a
speech made by Professor Gustav Cassel,
who was prominent some years ago for his
lectures and writings on money and bank-
ing. In Field's work on "The Truth About
the Slump" Cassql said-

Theoretically this (the linking of the car-
rency to gold, which has not been in existence
for over 30 years) was not necess~ry. The
world had a system of paper standards, and if
each of these paper standards had been simply
stabilised at a certain purchasing pow~er against
commodities, the world would have had a satis-
factory monetary system. Stabilisation did
not in itself require that tho separate cur-
rencies should be bound up with gold.

No sensible person would advocate infl-
tion. As a matter of fact, taxation is a
formi of inflation because it has to be
charged in the price of goods. However,
these professional hypocrites in the pay of
the banking institutions misrepresent the
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true position in order that the people may
ultimately become nothing more than the
abject slaves of debt and taxation. We are
rapidly heading towards that state of af-
lairs. I feel that the present financial policy
cannot continue much longer; it is becoming
top-heavy and must soon crash.

Mr. Reynolds: It is top-heavy.

Mr. MAR SHALL: I say to the Premier
that what private institutions are doing, the
State Rural Bank can do. That bank could
make credit issues available to him debt free
it he wanted them. In the final analysisI let
me quote from the report of the Common-
wvealth Royal Commission of inquiry into
the monetary and banking systems, a comn-
mission appointed by a former Prime Min-
ister, Mfr. Lyons. This quotation supports
my contention that the banks could issue
credit debt free. After outlining the powers
of the Commonwealth Hank over the note
is-tie, the report stated-

Because of this power, the Commonwealth
flank is able to increase the cash of the trad-
ing banks in the ways we have pointed out
above. Because of this power, too, the Corn-
monwenith Bank can increase the cash reserves
of the trading banks; for emample, it can buy:
sevurities or other property, it can lend to the
Governments or to others in a variety of ways,

tinda it ran even make money available to Gov-
ernments or to others free of any charge.

Why are we hesitating? Why do we go cap
in hand burrowing from private institutions
or individuals? We have our Rural Bank;
let us take the first step towards reform hy
using that hank for the amount of additional
money, termed loan funds, that the
Treasurer may require. Then we might re-
duce our liabilities to the foreign bond
holders, though admittedly some of them are
within Australia. But can we continue to
pay an increased interest bill? Every year
OUr interest obligations increase, notwith-
standing that the Commonwealth has pegged
and reduced interest rates. The interest
burden is becoming heavier and heavier,
the debt greater and greater and the power
over the people, over industry and over the
Parliaments of Australia, is gradually being
increased by virtue of these debts. So I put
it to the House that we cannot continue the
present policy much lodiger. If we do, we
shall find in the near future another example
of the power of the banks to bring on the
people poverty, degradation and misery,
-even prostitution, which we experienced in
the 1930-34 period.

We as politicians boast that we are the
custodians of the people's interests. Wait
until the farmers have to accept 10d. per
bushel for their wheat and then we shall
hear the member for Sussex and others
squealing. But that will come. Europe is
speedily becoming self-contained in this re-
spect and the price of wheat has dropped
considerably in the United States of
America. Consequently, we shall hear much
presently because of the stupid financial
policy we have followed for so many years.
There is no occasion for us to feel anxiety
about international finande. Australia is a
wealthy country; it can produce unlimited
wealth, and if'this wealth were monetised,
the People would be able to enjoy not only
a high standard of living, but also freedom
and liberty.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION-STATE ARB ITRATION
I COURT.

As to Dual Position of President.

HON. A. H. PAETON (Leederville)
[9.31] -I move-

That this House deplores the recent action
of the Government in appointing Mr. L. W.
Jackson to the dual position of President of
the Arbitration Court and Judge of the
Supreme Court. This action seriously reduces
the opportunities for efficiency in the working
of the Arbitration Court and is a retrogradle
step.

I offer no apology for bringing forward thii
motion, as my association for practically
half a century with the Arbitration Court
convinces me that the Government has taken
a retrograde step in appointing Mr. Justice
Jackson to the dual position of President of
the Arbitration Court and a Judge of the
Supreme Court. I desire to make it quite
plain that I am not attacking the appoint-
ment from a personal point of view. I do not
know Mr. Jackson; I have not met him, but
from what I can gather he will make an
able President. I am attacking the appoint-
ment, if my motion can be called an attack,
purely on the question of principle. Even
Governments should be guided by experi-
ence.

In connection with industrial arbitration,
the experience of Western Australia is that
during the years 1002 to 1924 or 1925, when
the President of the Arbitration Court was
attached to the judiciary and was under
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the jurisdiction of the Chief Justice, we had The Scaddan Government assumed office in
no fewer than five Presidents. If I may be
allowed to name tlaem,*they were Mr. Jus-
tice Moorehead, who waii defeated for the
Cue electorate in 1902 by the late Mr. J. B.
Holmnan, Mr. Justice Burnside, 'Mr. Justice
Northmoie, Mr. Justice Draper and Mr.
Justice Rtooth, but not in tfiat order, be-
cause after Mr. Justice Moorehead presided
-he did not live very long-irst one judge
was appointed and then another. At that
time wve did not know which judge would
sit as President. Mr. Justice Burnside pre-
sided as President for a longer term than
any of the other judges. During the 25 years
froni 1924 to 1949, that is, up to the ap-
pointinent of Mr. Justice Jackson, we bad
only two Presidents, namely, Mr. Walter
flwyer-now Sir Walter Dwyer-and Mr.
Dunphy, who recently resigned.

I hope I shall have your tolerance for a
little while, Mr. Speaker, because in order
to deal effectively with my motion, I desire
briefly to give the history of the industrial
arbitration system from its inception. It was
in 1902 that our first Industrial Arbitration
Act was passed. It was introduced by the
late Sir Walter James, who, then, I think,
was an Honorary Minister. From 1902 to
1911, not much work was done in the Ar-
bitration Court; this was because the orgoni-
sations then registered with the court were
principally what wve know as craft unions
and theyjiad very little to do with the edurt.
The 1902 Act was a mass of technicalities
whi-h made it almost impossible for unions
to got into. the court.' I shall not discuss
those technicalities now, but they were ex-
ceedingly difficult to overcome. In 1911,
economic pressure caused large numbers of
workers, such as shop assistants, clerks,
borsedrivers and what are known as com-
posite workers, to organise.

It was in 1911 that we found the limita-
tion placed by the judges I have mentioned
on the definition of the word "industry" in
the Act not only prevented some of those
workers from becoming registered, but also
denied those who did succeed in becoming
registered, an award, because the judges held
they were not working in an industry. I
have no complaint to make about that de-
cision, because it was the law according to
the judges. The shop assistants were thrown
,out of court twice, once by MrI. Justice
Rooth and once by Mr. Justice Burnside.
Then there was a change of Government.

1911; and in 1912 the late Mr. Thomas
Walker introduced another amending Bill
which pr6vided for those composite unions
to appear before the court. Mr. Walker
went so far as to name some of the unions.

The Shop Assistants' Union was the first
union to appear hefoto the court under the
1912 Act. Even then the Employers' reder-
atior, was not satisfied. The Shop Assistants'
Ijnicn obtained very early registration
owing to the exceptionally fine advocacy of
the present mnember for Nedlands, who put
up a: wonderful case before the Full Court.
I have beard him speak on mnmrous oc-
easions, but that was the best speech I ever
heard him make and, naturally, I was in-
terested in its result. The men who framed
the 1912 Act of course had not the experi-
ence that we.gained in later years, and al-
though that Act wiped out most of the tech-
nicalities to whi-h I have referred, it still
prevented some unions from getting into
the. court. The framers of that Acto over-
looked the fact that it wa s necessary to ap-
point a President of the Arbitration Court
who was outside the judiciary. Conse-
quently, we continued, under the 1912 Act,
the system of Presidents presiding in the
court as directed by the Chief Justice.

War broke out in 1914, so there was but
little opportunity to test the Act, because
most of our workers were away, as the mem-
ber for Murchison will agree, making the
world safe for democracy. It was9 not until
the end of 1918 or the begining of 1919 that
we began to feel the real effect of the Act.
Here I would say that the workers of
Western Australia have always advocated
industrial arbitrationi they have stood four-
square for the court right throughout the
piece. At the end of 1918 we therefore found
ourselves in the same position that has now
arisen. Up went prices; the sky was the
limit;! Those of its who remember anything
of the years 1919 to 1924 or 1925 will ap-
preciate what the workers were thcn passing
through. The Industbal Arbitration Act
did' not then provide for a basic wage, ad-
justment in accordance with the cost of liv-
ing. Each union had to prove its own case.
The consequence was that salaries and wages
remained static, while the cost of living rose.
That is my reason for saying tbat the Gov-
erment took a retrograde step, in my
opinion, in making this dual appointment.



132 [ASSEMBLY.]

During the period I have referred to, it
was almost impossible for unions to get into
the court. Union after union was applying
and filing eases in the court, but no Presi-
dent was available. They were all too busy
in th Divorce Court, the Supreme Court,
or some other Court. The consequence was
that there was a cogsiderable lag all the
time. Let me give one instance which was
typical of what was occurring in Western
Australia. Early in 1920, the miners on the
Goldfields filed a schedule in the court. They
were getting fairly low wages-somewhere
about 10s. 6d. a dlay. The ease was not
heard until the latter end of November of
the same year, some eight or nine months
afterwards. 31r. Justice Burnside heard
that case, and the award started on the 1st
January, 1921, an award which is now known
as the 1921 award. The workers received
increases ranging from 3s. 9d. to 6s. 3d. per
day, plus a fortnight's holiday on f 'ull pay.
But had those workers been able to get into
court early in 1920, they would have had
eight or nine months of increased pay and
would have worked eight or nine months of
the term necessary to qualify them for their
fortnight's holiday, instead of having to
start on the 1st January, 1921.

So it went on. We had a disputes com-
mittee; in fact, we had two committees-a
State disputes committee and a metropolitan
disputes committee, and I happened to be
chairman of both. The pressure became so
great, owing to strikes Lid rumours of
strikes and conferences, that we had to split
the disputes committees up and have two or
three conferences a day with the Employers'
Federation; in fact, I believe we organised
the Employers' Federation in the five years
of which I am speaking. I speak from ex-
perience when I say that there has never
been any period of five years flaring which
there has been more strenuous work under-
taken by trade union officials and repre-
sentatives of employers than wvas the ease
from 1919 to 1924.

The consequence was that whebn a change
of Government took place in 1924, not only
some of Ke members of the Treasury
Bench, but a large number supporting the
Treasury Bench under the Collier Govern-
ment, who had had that experience from
1919 to 1924, made up their minds that if
they could get an amendment of the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act it would be a different
kindl of measure. We intended lo have a

President of our own. The Act was amended
in, I think, 1925, and the legislation intro-
duced at that time 'did not make it neces-
sary for the President to he a legal man.
That was forced upon us by the Legislative
Council. I suppose that Mr. Miles and a
few more like him. were very much afraid
that we would appoint some trade union
.secretary as President. So we were forced
after a eon'frence with the Legislative
Council, which lasted for 91/ hours, to agree
to the present system under which the Presi-
(lent must have the qualifications of a
Supreme Court judge. You, Mr. Speaker,
being one of the legal fraternity, will know
what those qualifications are.

So we were saddled with the necessity
of having to appoint a lawyer. I have no
complaint about that at the moment, though
I often wondered why it was suggested that
the brains of an Arbitration Court Presi-
dent would be found only ini the legal fra-
ternity. Alter all, the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act is not a legal document at all.
The principal requirement in a president
of the Arbitration Court is that he shall be
a fair-minded man, who has some experience
of the world and who possesses sound judg-
nient. Surely there are men outside the
legal fraternity whose make-up could be
found to contain those elements.

Mr. Graham: We should hope so.

Hon. A. H1. PANTON: I am px~tty sure
of it. We were forced into that position
in 1925. We had -to look around for a
President, and Sir Walter (then Mr.)
Dwyer, a member of the firm of flwyer,
Durack & Duaphy-which firm, I think, was
principal adviser to most of the trade
unions, Sir Walter having had a good deal
of industrial experience--was appointed
President. I do not think anyone has much
to cavil at concerning the work he per-
formed as President of the Arbitration
Court. I think we can be fairly proud of
the record in Western Australia from the
time of the alteration of the basic wage
adjustment up to Sir Walter's retirement

,and the appointment of Mr. Dunphy, from
the same firmn, as his successor.

I claim that the reason for that goid re-
cord is that we bad a President 01f the
court who was not under the jurisdiction
of anyhody except the Minister for Labour
andi the flerartment of Labour, by which

I
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the Industrial Arbitration Act is adminis-
tered. Those two Presidents had the oppor-
tunity to study the economic position of the
State and to realise the alterations in trade
union organisation and the organisation of
industry for various reasons. Not only that,
but they were there on the spot whenever
they were wanted, in contrast with the posi-
tion in previous years, when, if a dispute
was pending, it was no good running around
looking for a Judge of the Supreme Court
to call a compulsory conference, or some-
thing of that sort, because he was not avail-
able to do it, as a result of which the only
thing to do was to have a stop-work meet-
ing and a conference with the employers,
and, if it was impossible to come to agree-
ment through negotiation, an inevitable
strike took place.

There were quite a number of strikes, but
when we had a President of our own in the
court, that was altered. I say "our own"
with some degree of justification because
he belonged to the Arbitration Court and
not to any court. Both Mr. President
flwyer and Mr. President Dunphy made
themselves available in accordance with the
Act even when there were only rumours of
an industrial dispute. They made it their
business to get into the dispute and find
out what it was about, and call a compul-
sory conference, subsequently referring the
matter to the court, or taking whatever
action they thought best, as a result of
which thousands of pounds were saved to
'Western Australia by the avoidance of dis-
putes.

I was particularly pleased that 'hap-
pened. I can understand the viewpoint of
men who read the history of the industrial
movement and come to certain conclusions:
some come to conclusions without even tak-
ing the trouble to read before doing so!
But I had half a century of hard battling.
I first appeared in the Arbitration 'Court
in this State in 1904, when I was brought
800 miles to give evidence in connection with
the Peak Hill dispute. Therefore, without
appearing egotistical, I think I can claim
to have had some experience and to be able
to judge what is most desirable in connec-
tion with the appointment, of a President
of the court.

From 1924-25 up to the retirement of
President flnnpltr, -I think things went
along fairly swimmingly. There were, of

course, those who kicked over the traces.
Tha.: will always happen. It does not mat-
ter much what system we have--good, bad
or indifferent--somebody will kick over the
traces. In this House, the member for
Beverley has shown how even a quiet, un-
sophisticated member like him can kick over
the traces. When people like that do it,
what can we expect frpm an industrial or-
ganisation suffering from some alleged or
real disability?7

So we comle to my complaint. It would
take me a long time to deal properly with
the history of arbitration in this State. I
have given just a brief outline. I noticed
in the paper that the Arbitration Court
had been transferred to the Crown Law
Department, and I asked the Minister for
Labour, earlier in the session, whether that
nieLut that the President would come under
the jurisdiction of the Chief JTustice. Ile
said, very emp)hatically, ''No.'' le said
that the Arbitration Court was put under
the Crown Law Department for some
reason or other. I settled dowvn as a result.

The Minister for Lands: That was last
year.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Yes. I nearly
said, ''Last session. " I woke up one morn-
ing and picked up the newspaper where I
found a statement by the Premier that Mr.
Jackson had been appointed not only Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court, but a.
Supreme Court Judge. Of course the state-
ment read very nicely to anyone who did
not have much experience of the Arbitra-
tion Court. It was to the effect that Mr.
Jackson could be expected, in the first 10
years at any rate, to sit on the Supreme
Court bench only on appeals. At the
present time there are only three Judges
in Western Australia, and in the event of
an appeal fr6m one of the Judges ho is to
sit on the Appeal Court bench. I do not
agree with that.

The excuse or statement made by the
Premier was that owing to the fact that
there was a shortage of judges, Mr. Jus-
tice Jackson would be given the full title
of judge-and full concessions too, I sup-
pose, which the other Presidents have had of
course-and be allowed to sit on the Supreme
Court bench when there was an appeal.
I emphatically protested against that.
The Deputy Premier made a short and
snappy reply, saying we need have no
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fears. I have every fear. After the
experience we have had, I am not
prepared to sit down without making
an emphatic protest against what has taken
place. I understand that 'Mr. Justice Jack-
son has told some of the State executive
officers that they need have no fears; that
the only time he would leave the Arbitra-
tion Court would be to sit on the Supreme
Court bench. But if he is a judge-and I
understand he is-he is under the juris-
diction of the Chief Justice and not the
Minister for Labour. That is the crux of
the whole question.

On more than one occasion, as Minister
for Labour, I was asked to allow this to
happen, but I sat pat. I discussed it with
the then Premier-my Leader-and pointed
out the disability as I have endeavoured to
do tonight. I said, "As far as I am con-
cerned I uan not going to agree to the Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court being under
the jurisdiction of the Chief Justice." That
was not because I had any fault to find
with, the Chief Justice-I had, and still
have, a great admiration for him-but if
he wanted the President of the Arbitration
Court to go into one of the other courts
I could imagine his-even Sir John Dlwyer,
good fellow and all as he is-believing it
would be very infra dig. to ask an ordinary
everyday layman, in the person of the Min-
ister for Labour, for a loan of one of his
judges.

The Minister for Lands: The court does
not come under me now.

lion. *A. H. PANTON: That is what
would have happened if I had agreed.
Irrespective of wvhat might have been told
to the Government, and what it might be-
lieve, the time will arive-it wvill not be
very long either-when Mr. Ji'stice Jack-
son will be required in one of the other
courts, and just when he is so required it
will be necessaryv to have the President in
the Arbitration Court. Then whot is going
to happen? Haq the Attorney General to
go to the Chief Justice then-I suppose. he
has charge of the judges, or they have
chargre of him, and I do not say that derog-
atorily because the judges are a pretty
biZ order-and say, "We are in an indus-
trial jam. We want the President?" The
Chief Justice might say, "We are in the
midst of a very imiportant appeal, You can-
not have him."

The Attorney Gen era]: That cannot occur.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Why not?'

The Attorne~y deneral: Because the Presi-
dent will not he under the jurisdiction of
the Chief Justice.

Hon. A. H. PAXTON: Under whose juris-
diction is he?

The Attorney General: His own.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: He has a better
job than I thought. Theoretically he might
he on his own, hut actually he will be under
the Chief Justice, and when the Chief Jus-
tice wants him he will get him. There is
no do0ubt about that. So we will have the
position of a clash between the two men, or
the two organisations. If there is a short-
age of judges then the Premier had better
find the money for another judge because
the cost, if one is needed-and I think
one is-ivould be infinitestinal compared
with any loss that would occur as a
result of a big industrial upheaval owing to
the fact that the unions were unable to get
into the -court. So I earnestly and sincerely
make this appeal to the Government, and I
(10 so, not in any pettifogging criticism of
its action, but because I truly believe this to
be a retrograde step.

It is not in the best interests Of the
workers of this State, or of any Govern-
ment, or of the industries in the State. The
Government mnay be tied up in connection
with this appointment. I have no doubt it
was made under certain conditions -which
prevent the Government from saying to
Mr. Justice Jackson that it is sorry, it
made a mistake and it wants him to go back
to the Arbitration Court,' I am informed-
I am open to correction, of eouxrse-that the
Government had a great deal of difficulty in
getting a suitable legal man to take the posi-
tion, and that Mr. Justice Jackson -would
take it only under the conditions that he
has reerivod. If that is so, I do not blame
the judge but the Government for giving
way to him.

If Mr. Justice Jackson -is in the position
of having been appointed under certain
conditions-and no doubt he is--I say em-
phatically to the Government that the
sooner it transfers him to the Supreme
Court as a judge and appoints a full-time
President, such as we have bad for the last
25 years, the better it will be for this
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country. If the Government is not Pre-
Pared to do that or is unable to find a suit-
able, legal man-that is quite possible be-
cause I would say any suitable legal man
would be making more money than he woiuld
get as President of the Arbitration Court
-it could amend the Industrial Arbitration
Act. The Government has already agreed
that it is not necessary to have a lawyer, or
a member of the legal fraternity in the
Arbitration Court, because it has already
appointed Mr. SchnaAxs as an industrial
commissioner.

I know Mr. Scimitars very well, and I do
not think he will claim that he has had any
legal training, but he, as a layman, has been
appointed to a very important position. It
might be said that there is an appeal against
his decisions, but there will be very few.
Mr. Schnaars, let me point out, was the
nominee or elected person of the industrial
workers of this country to the Arbitration
Court Bench. The Government thought
enough of him-showing its good judgment
-to take him from the Arbitration Court
Bent-h and make him an ibidustrial commis-
sioner. The Government has already agreed
to the principle that it is not necessary to
appoint a legal man to the Bench If the
Government is unable to get a suitable legal
man there is still plenty of time and this
side of the House will help to amend the
Industrial Arbitration Act ia order to make
the choice as wi -de as possible. I believe I
could go to the Police Court in Roe-street
and pick out two or three able men, with-
out the legal qualifications of a judge and
any one of whom would make an able
President.

Thd Legislative Council having agreed to
Inst year's amending legislation for the pos-
sible appointment of this commissioner, it
has been agreed in principle that it was
not necessary to have a legally qualified man
for the position. If the OJovernrnent is unable
at present to get anyone suitable for the
job it should amend the Act.- J make this
final appeal and have brought my motion
forward this eveniing more in sorrow than in
anger. We have had 25 years of reason-
able industrial peace, owing to the fact
that there has been a President of the Arbi-
tration Court available to the unions or the
Employers' Federation at any time, but that
has now gone.

The Attorney General: No.

PAn. A. H. PANTOX: It is no use the
Attorney General shaking his head. He has
had no experience of arbitration. In fact,
there are very few men on the Goverunment
side of the House-with the exception of
the member for Nedlands-and not many on
this side of the House, who have industrial
experience going back to more than 30 years
ago. I think I am the only exception. The
member for Nedlands was in the thick of
it away back in 1910, 1911 and 1912. When
I have spoken to some union secretaries at
the Trades Hall they have been astounded
at things I was able to tell them and could
tell this House. I sincerely hope the Gov-

ernment will take notice of my appeal.

On motion by the Attorney General,
debate adjourned.

MOTION-POTATOES DISPOSAL.
To-Inquzire by Select Committee.

RON. .. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [10.5]: 1 move-

Taut a Select Committee be appointed to
enquire into, and report and make recommenda-
tions regarding the disposal of potatoes grown
commercially in Western Australia.

During- the war period potatoes were grown
throughout Australia under Commonwealth
control and we had, in this State, a deputy
controller. Growers were given contracts
for certain acreages of potatoes and were
guaranteed a price for their production.
The price was satisfactory and the Govern-
ment was able to pay it and keep the cost
to the consumers at a reasonable level be-
cause a subsidy was provided. It has been
the experience of most countries that, when
a guaranteed price is made available, if it is
a reasonable one, production increases. Even
though acreages were controlled by the
Comnmonwealth there was a steady increase,
not only in the area of land brought under
production for potatoes, but also in the yield
from the land. Some idea of what hap-
pened ean he gained from the figures I
wil gie For the years 1929-1938, the. 10

sea;ons immediately prior to the war, the
average area under potatoes in Western
Australia was 4,899 acres, the average
annual return being 22,635 tons.

The encouragement given by the guaran-
teed price resulted, in 1944-45, which was
the peak year, in their being 11,375 acres
under crop in this State with a return of
51,190 tons; more than double the acrage
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and more than double the yield, solely as
the result of the stimulus given'by the
guaranteed price and fixed contract. Some
idea of the surplus provided can be gathered
from the fact that our normal requirements
in this State are about 28,000 tons of
potatoes annually. In 19461, while Common-
wealth control still operated, but when it had
become clear that that control would not
continue for a great deal longer, the Gov-
ernment of which I was a member acceded to
a request of the growers and introduced a
Marketing of Potatoes Bill, which duly be-
came an Act. That measure did not pro-
pose to give a guaranteed price, but that
there should he a control of acreage if neces-
sary and that marketing should he regulated.

In order to develop my argument, I pro-
pose to give members an ides of the ruling
prices at the various relevant times, because
the price is important as governing the pro-
duction of potatoes in this State and is
therefore the factor most likely to cause
a shortage or a surplus, according to how
it is regulated. On the 9th October, 1948,
when Commonwealth control had ceased and
it became necessary that a -price adjustment
should take place because the subsidy was no
longei available, the wholesale price of
potatoes in Westerp Australia was increased
f rom £10 5is. Od. per ton to £15 2&. 6d.
ex store, and from £10 1%. per ton to
£15 7's. Gd. f.o.r. or delivered into retail
store. The retail prices -which were based
upon those wholesale figures were increased
from P d. per lb. to 21/d. per lb; and for
2-lb. lots to 43/2d.; for 3-lb. lots to 6d.; 7-lb.
lots to is. 21 'd.; and 14-lb. lots to 2s. 5d.

The present prices-those operating at
the moment-are wholesale to merchants in
Perth and Fremantle, £17 per ton fLoxr.,
and the retail price for 1, 2, or 3-lb. lot;,
212d. per Ib; for 3/2 lb., Sid.; for 7 lb.,
Is. 5d.; and for 141h., 2s, 9V/2d. Before the
war, when no controls were operating at
all, prices, for potatoes had a very wide
range with bigp fluctuations. At times they
sold at £10 a ton, at other times they were
Li16 a ton and tbey even went to £20 a ton
for choice lines. The idea of the 'Marketing
of Potatoes Act, 1946, was to do away-with
waide fluctuations in price and to endeavour
so to control production and regulate mar-
keting as to afford the grower a reasonable
price and at the same time make the com-
modity available to the consumer at a price

which was satisfactory to him. I want to see-
what we have been able to achieve in this
direction and I propose to cjtrotc from the
Act to indicate the general powers of the
board which was to lbe set up under it. I
quote from Section 18-

The Board may appoint a secretary and
such inspectors, clerks and other officers and
employees as it requlires to assist it-

(a in the administration of this Act;
(b) in the collection, handling, examina-

tion, grading, treatment, storage,
distribution and sale of potatoes and
other services incidental or auxiliary'
to any of the foregoing matters, and
the provisions of the Public Service!
Act, 1904-1935, and of the Govern-
mnent Employees (Promotions Ap-
peal Board) Act, 1945, shall not
atpply to Roch appointees,-or any of
themn.

That, in my opinion, gave the board com-
pletely wide powers to do everythiing in
connection with the regulation of produc-
tion and the marketing of potatoes. It went
further-

'With the conksent Of the Minister admaiiter-
ing any department of the Pablic Service of
the State, the Board may, on any terrms agreed
between itself and the Minister, make use of
the services of any person employed in that
department.

The salaries, wages and other crpenseA pay-
able to persons employed or otherwise engaged
by the Board shall be charged upon and be
'payable out of the moneys from time to time
in the hands of the Board for the purposes
of this Act.

It -was a complete power to do everything
with regard to the regulation of production
and the orderly marketing of the product.
Section 19 states--

The Bonrel may for the purposes of carry-
ing out the duties and functions imposed on it
by the other provisions of this Act-

(n) buy or'sell any property;
(hi) enter into any contracts;
(e) harrow money and mnortgage, or charge

any of its property as security far
*the repayment of any money bor-

rowed;
(d) del~gnte any of its functions and

revoke any such delegation;,
(e) establish or maintain premises f or

receiving, haqndling, grading, treat.
meat, storage or sale of potatoes;

(f) contract or arrange for the processing
of any potatoes;

(g) purchase. hire, construct, eret and
manintain any premises, machinery,
plant and equipment required for
any processing which the Board has
the Power to carry out;
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(i) may with respect to the marketing
or production of any potatoes eilter

0 into any arrangements with any3
botly, association or corporation
in, thle Commonwealth which, 11;18
among its principal objects thle
mnaiigemienit, control or regnlationi
of tile marketing or production of
potatoes, and may through ally
weather or delegate of the Board
p.articipate in the menmbershtip or
nod nagenmont of any suici lody, as-
sociation or corpora tion;

(i) undertake transport and carrying set-

(j) exercise thle functions usually- exer-
cised by shipping ageut,,;

(k ) at its discretion, grant or refuse lic-
enses to growers, and regul-ate thle
registration of growers and potato
growing areas;

(1) rcgulate tire g rant indg, isue, du.rat ion,
refusal, suspelision a ad Cn acelhi-
tion of licenses and registration
under this Act;

(In) pri s-ribe the con dlit ioins "poll r wht in
licenses may be granted, including
the power to limit a nd definle the
area or areas yvitlin which potatoes
only hie so wit or~ p rod to-ed for sale,
and may front tune to time add to,
vary or revok4 such conditioins or
any of then,;

(it) prohlibit tile prtoductiont of pota~toes
far sale except in accordancoe with
thle conditions of anly licerse issued
by tbe Board;

(o) require anly gyrcwer who imay cease to
grow or produce potatoes for 'ale,
or who :may intend to produce ic~s
potatoes than contemnpla ted b)'y lt,-
conditions of his license, to give
to tile Board written notice and par-
ticulars of the circumstances withinl

a reasonable time;
(11) do all other nets, matters and things

which it is required by this, Act tIn
do, or which may he necessary .,r
convenient to he done boy the Btoard
for giving effect to this Art.

I do not think it can truthfully be said that
this board lacked any power to go all out il
the interests of this industry to ensure that
the growers would receive a fair return for

their labour and that the product would be
marketed at a price which would not be
unfair to the consumeis. Unfortunately
things have not worked out as it wvas hoped.

Shortly after this Act came into opetmiontiu,
there sprang into being nit organisation
known as Potato Distributors, (W.A.) Ltd.
T understand that about 26 firms or persons
subscribed an amount of £1l each to pro-
vide the capital for this company' . They
were able to interpose themselves between

the board and the producer, and they receive
a return of 8s. Oid. on every ton of
potatoes produced in Western Australia.
As *we are producing somewhere in the
vicinity of about 40,000 tons a year, 8s. 6d.
per ton is a very decent return for this
body. I would like to know why this body
is so necessary and why the Potato Board
could not do what this body i5 supposed to
be doing. The board does not lack any
power to (10 it. All I know at present
is what I can gather from the newspaper.
A istatement by Mr. J. B. Mitchell, who is a
mnember of the Potato Board and whose wife
is one of the shareholders in Potato Distri-
buto:-s (W.A.), reads-

This company was paid 8s. 6d. per ton to
i,,ars'ul potatoes ini tile country, supply in.
formlition regarding growoi'5' crops, distribute
to wholesalers and guarantee payment to thle
Board.

And for those services that company gets
&a. (idl. per ton. Already I think they have
had more than £E10,000 from tbis source.
The purpose of the inquiry I am seeking
is to) find out exactly how this company
spring into being and why it is able to at-
tain this advantageous position at the ex-
pense of the grower and the consumer, be-
caus-e the grower is very dissatisfied at the
price he is receiving. Oa the 6th. May of
this year tie Premier was at Harvey attend-
ing some potato field day and he urged the
growers-bc appealed to them, according to
the newspaper-tot plant their full acreages
to ensure for the State a maximum supply,
and the growers told the Premier that it
the' price were not increased to them, then,
instead of planting their full acreages, they
would be reducing them. Within a matter
of hours of the Premier being there the
growers formed a deputation to go to the
Price Fixing Commissioner to seek an in-
crease in price of at least £1 per ton.

Earlier onl the 12th January, the same
growers weke looking for an increase of £:3
per ton, the price to them at that time being
£E12 per ton, and the retail prices at that
stage being 2/2d. for 11b., 5d. for 21b.,
7d1. for 31b., 8d. for 31/21b., Is. 4*1.
for 71b., and 2s3. 8d. for 141b. I want to
makec a slight correction there. The retail
prices I quoted are! in error. They were in-
ercased onl the 2 1st k'ebruary, a matter of
about fl'e weeks afterwvards, and the prices
I quoted were the increased prices as at
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that date, and not tht retail prices prevail-
itig on the 12th January. Mlembers will
remember that in about March or April of
this year the waterside workers at Fre-
mantle decided -that they would not continue
to load any more potatoes for the Near East
on the ground that they themselves could
,not purchase them, and they could not see
why they should have to load potatoes to
send oversea. Therefore, they refused to
load potatoes for some time.

Now, the same Mr. Mitchell, to whom. I
have already referred, saidi in the Press that
the action of the lumpers had resulted in
the growers losing about £1,000. What he
did not tell the people was that the traders
in Fremantle were anxious to have these
potatoes and sell them to the Fremantle
people. I am informed that the Potato
Board acquired these potatoes, cleaned them,
graded them, crated them and then handed
them over to the merchants to sell oversea.
The grade of potatoes referred to is supposed
to be what is called "IA." Mr. Mitchell en-
deavoured to show through the Press that the
mehants in this country were not anxious to
(leal in these potatoes, that the quality was
not up~ to standard and that they were too
small, but the men who were handling the
crates of potatoes for export day after day
knew full well their quality, so it was futile
to make the statement that they were of an
unsatisfactory quality.

The reason why these merchants were
anxious to sell them oversen was because
they war getting 4d. and 5d. per lb. for them.
There was no price fixing where these -were
going, and so it paid them better to keep
them from the local market and send them
away. It did not matter whether we had
t o go without so long as the merchants got
the maximum price from this source. We were
told that it was necessary to send these pota-
toes away in order to conserve our ovqrsea
market. Thit is always the tale. It is the
same tale with timber. We must go without
ourselves and send our products oversea in
onler to maintain oi oversea market. 'If
or own people starve to death they wvill not
he' intere.deci iii an oversea market. Our
first duty is to our own people because if
the oversea price falls, and it does not pay
to export commodities, what do we do? We
intrnduce some sort of local consumption
plan which imposes levies on our own people
in order to keep the producers in produc-
tion. That is invariably the plan.

Whenever we reach a titage where world
parity tails so low that there is no induce-
mient for producers to export, the people in
our country have to come to the aabistanve
of the producers and carry the load by pay-
ing a price whieh is in excess of world
parity. That is regarded as a fair and
reasodable thing today, and I do not object
to it, We must keep our producers in pro-
duction, hut it should not be on the basis of
one-way traffic. if we look to our own
people to pay extra at a time when world
price fall then they are entitled to the first
consideration when the local price is less
than the overaca price.

We have to remember that the whole time
the subsidy was beinglfo " py the Common-
wealth it was from iq o7 asodeld from the
Australian taxpaz.3rsrva I gV ju *h went to
the producers to kekm- all, u; rproduction.
There was no chance Li sjq; Inq the pottot,
oversea, then. But wbenlqn T1aeb the stage
where the oversea trade approaches normal,
then the merchants regard it as the right
thing to keep the local market bare and send
the produce away. What has the Govern-
ment done about this! So far as I can
understand, it has not lifted a hand. Is the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture satisfied
that Potato Distributors (W.A) Ltd. is en-
titled to get a rake-off of 8s. 6d. per ton?
Isj he satisfied with that because, according
to my reading of the Act, he had to approve
of it? Sec. 21, Subsection (7)1, of the Mar-
keting of Potatoes Act, 1946, states--

Every registered agent shall be entitled to
receive as remuneration for his s~ervices and
for any facilities made available by him in
dealing with. potatoes, and as reinuneration for
any expenses properly incurred by him such
amount as the boardl, with the approval of the
Minister, shall determine.

Thus the board could not agree to pay this
amount to the registered agents unless the
Minister approved of the payments. Does the
Minister approve of the payment of 8s. 6id.
per ton to Potato Distributors (W.A.) Ltd.1
I would like to ascertain exactly what that
firm did for this money, and that is why I
am seeking an inquiry. I would like to
know whether the quality of the potatoes
sent away was below that which we would
expect our own people to consume. If they
were of poor quality, they sh ould have been
fed to pigs and not sent ovcrsea for human
consumption. What a nice wvay to retain
our market! We send away potatoes not tit
for human consumption! That shows the
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hollowness of ithe claim that it was necessary
to export these potatoes to maintain our
market oversea. Whtat a wonderful way to
ensure a good name for our potatoes 1 01
course, it is uot true. The potatoes were of
excellent quality and could have been made
available to the local market. There was no
need at ni for the producers to have sus-
tainied a loss of £1,000.

The people at Fremantle were prepared
to pay the cost of crating the potatoes, had
they teen made available. As a& matter of
fact, some of them -were made available
eventually, hut the Government did not take
any action in the matter. It just let things
slide. So far as I can see, the Government
did not propose to have any inquiry about
these matters. 4 t"iuk the House is entitled
to know how tbh!hrd has functioned. We
provided legislation and ,.;Lmple powers, and
the board has not come up to expectations.
It has not by any means satisfied the pro-
ducers nor has it satisfied the consumers.
The only people who appear to be satisfied
are the merchants and those associated with
Potato Distributors (W.A.) Ltd., for whom
it has been a wonderful business. If we have
this inquiry, we shall be able to find out just
where the boa-rd is falling down. I am afraid
it is too much under the domination of mer-
chant interests. I would like to know, for
example, who suggested the plan upon
which the board is working. Some of the
features of that plan suggest to me that the
merchants were kind enough to advise the
board. That will not do at all.

The object of the -board was to elimin-
ate, as far as possible, excessive and un-
necessary charges that were interposed be-
tween the producer and the consumer, and
that has not been done at all. The producers
have been dissatisfied all along the line, and
have been threatening to go out of produc-
tion because the return to them was insuf-
ficient. At the same time, the price of po-
tatoes to the consumer has been going up
and up. This is a most important matter
because potatoes figure so largely in the diet
of the people. They constitute an item that
is taken into consideration when the basic
wage is fixed- There are many items that
are not, but this is one that is. Thus it is a
factor, seeing that the Arbitration Court
takes notice of the price of potatoes, in in-
creasing or reducing wages, and as such can
'have a very wide effect upon the economy
of the State.

If the price is unnecessarily high to the
consumer without the producer getting a
corresponding advantage, surely that is a
matter for inquiry. It seems to me there is
too wide a gap between what the producer
is receiving and the amount the consumer
is being charged. I would like to know what
the public pay and where the money is go-
ing. I would like to ascertain whether we
can reduce the cost of the conmnodity to the
consumer and ensure that the producer gets
a Lair return. Not only does the welfare of
the industry depend upon this being done,
but the well-being of our own economy is
dependent upon it as well. I have been told
that the Honorary Minister for Agriculture
does not agree with the amount that Potato
Distributors (W.A.) Ltd. has been receiv-
ing. If that is so, what has he done about
it? According to the Act, he must have ap-
proved of the payment of the amount. Did
he just piga on the dotted line without as-
certainiig te amounts that were being ap-
proved, or did the board make the charges
without reference to the Honorary Minis-
ter

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It may have beea
a Government decision.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: These are matter
that require to be cleared up. Therefore, I
have much pleasure in submitting the mo-
tion, because I think it will render a ser-
vice toG the country.

On motion hy the Minister for Lands, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.39 p.m.
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